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Brandel Chamblee and the Golf Channel
Are Accused of Defamation in Patrick
Reed’s Lawsuit

BY ALEXANDRIA CIARDULLO / ON MARCH 1, 2023

Photo by Obi — @pixel7propix on Unsplash

The golf world is once again experiencing drama as Patrick Reed recently filed a
defamation suit against the Golf Channel and Brandel Chamblee, seeking over
$750 million in damages.* Reed claims he has been a target of criticism since he
was twenty-three years old, with allegations of cheating following him
throughout his career due to Chamblee’s commentary.z According to Reed, the
Golf Channel, and Chamblee have conspired against him to destroy his
reputation, discredit his accomplishments, and create a hostile work
environment.2

The recent criticism from the Golf Channel and Chamblee has stemmed from
Reed's switch to LIV Golf.4 Reed claims the defamatory remarks aimed to
eliminate LIV Golf from the competition, tarnishing his reputation among fans to
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destroy one of LIV's top players.: According to Reed, the comments angered fans,
caused substantial emotional and financial damage, and impaired his standing in
the golf community.e PGA tour fans, for example, since Chamblee’s remarks have
shouted comments at Reed, telling him, “You Suck!” and “No one likes

you!"? These defamatory remarks, made with a “reckless regard for the truth,”
Reed claims, have caused his livelihood to suffer by hurting his reputation among
fans and making him lose out on multi-million-dollar sponsorship deals.s

Unfortunately for Reed, his defamation lawsuit was dismissed by a federal judge
in Florida for failing to provide defendants with notice of the grounds of each
claim.2 Reed'’s complaint alleges 120 factual allegations, incorporating each of
these facts into each count.® The complaint attempts to allege various civil
conspiracy and defamation violations against each defendant; however, each of
these causes of action requires vastly different sets of factual allegations.:*

Reed’s complaint alleges that Chamblee and the Golf Channel misrepresented
information to mislead the public.2 However, a true statement cannot be deemed
defamatory.2 To constitute defamation, a false statement must be presented as
truth to a third party.* Reed will have to show the statement caused harm, and
since he is a public figure, that the statement was published with malice, fault, or
negligence.® Given how essential falsity is to a defamation action, only facts that
can be proven false may be brought.®® Pure opinions cannot constitute
defamation.”z Through prior decisions, the courts have held that an opinion that is
neither true nor false cannot be declared defamation since it does not meet the
falsehood requirement.® Considering that exaggeration and non-literal
commentary are now used widely in social interactions and commentary, the first
amendment protects this dubbing it ‘rhetorical hyperbole.”* While Chamblee’s
criticisms have been harsh, including comments about Reed “destroying the
game of golf and its reputation” and calling him “one of the most greedy, self-
serving, self-interested players in the world of golf today” these statements, while
cruel, are opinions, and do not appear to fit the definition of defamation.

Reed has recently refiled an amended complaint, increasing the damage he is
seeking to $820 million due to the loss of multi-million-dollar sponsorship deals
from major golf brands such as Nike, Titleist, and Callaway.2 In his amended
complaint, Reed alleges that golf media has defamed him and other LIV Golf
players and have hired people to defame them in the media to ruin their
reputation and harm the progress of LIV Golf.2

That's not all. Reed recently threatened CNN, Bob Costas, and Bloomberg with a
lawsuit seeking over 450 million dollars in damages for posting a video segment
criticizing LIV Golf.2 The segment titled 'The Court Fight Between PGA Tour and
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LIV Golf Escalates as the Saudi-Backed LIV Tries to Avoid Handing Over
Information” was deemed highly defamatory by Reed.2 Though the
commentators did not mention Reed personally, they asserted that LIV Golfers
were “tak[ing] blood money from the Saudi Public Investment Fund, in the wake
of the 9/11 tragedy twenty-two years ago.”= Reed alleges that the segment was
designed to ridicule LIV Golf players and incite hatred and violence against
them.= He is calling for the segment to be retracted and an apology

issued.z However, CNN is refusing, declaring that any lawsuit Reed might try to
bring against them would be frivolous, only serving to intimidate journalists from
covering important news about the Saudi-backed LIV Golf tournament.z

It is undeniable that golf media’s statements about Patrick Reed and LIV Golf
have been hurtful and cruel and do not benefit his reputation. However, it
remains to be seen whether they constitute defamation.

Alexandria Ciardullo is a Second Year Law Student at the Benjamin N.
Cardozo School of Law and a Staff Editor at the Cardozo Arts &
Entertainment Law Journal. Alexandria is interested in corporate law,
antitrust and international law.
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