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Travis Scott: Is He Responsible for a Disaster
“Butterfly Effect”?
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On November 5, a tragedy occurred at a Travis Scott concert in Houston. * Due to a crowd
surge during Astroworld, a concert founded and held annually by Travis Scott, at least nine
people died, resulting in one of the deadliest concert incidents in years.2 In response, many
are wondering what went wrong and who, if anyone, is responsible.

As a result of the tragedy, a significant number of lawsuits have been filed against Travis
Scott.: This includes the suit, Kristian Paredes v. Jacques Berman Webster, I, that was filed on
November 7, 2021. The allegation is that the “[d]efendants were negligent for inciting a riot”
at the Astroworld festival, and the “[p]laintiff suffered severe bodily injuries.”* The case is a
torts case, citing negligence, personal injury, and property damage, claiming monetary relief
over $1,000,000, as well as interest, fees, and costs.s

Because the suit includes a personal claim against Scott, the question for the court will be
whether Travis Scott himself was negligent in his handling of the event or whether Scott acted
reasonably as the crowd surge was an unpredictable tragedy.
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One difficulty in analyzing the case is the lack of information available.c Questions include
whether Scott could have stopped the show, and whether he even knew that there was a
surge going on during the concert.” During the surge, fans went onto the stage yelling to stop
the performance.t This led many to question why Scott didn't stop the show while it was
going on.2 Security should have been alerted by the people who were yelling to end the
concert. However, Scott’s lawyers claim that “[h]e did not see these things happening.”® It is
very possible that with the bright light on stage, Scott never saw what was occurring.

Even if Scott knew what was happening, there wasn’t necessarily much he could do. His
lawyers argue that stopping a show can be difficult because it can incite riots by fans.* Scott's
team also released information that Scott was not authorized to stop the concert.2 However,
authorization is a thin excuse when loss of life is involved. As the facts currently stand, there is
not enough evidence that there was anything Scott could have done during the concert that
would have changed the outcome of the disaster. Therefore, lawyers would have a weak case
holding Scott personally accountable in this respect.

The true question will be whether Scott had intentionally or negligently created an
atmosphere provoking such surges in his audiences. Some things the court might consider
include old tweets where it seems Scott promoted violence in his shows.2 One comment even
suggested that someone would be a “hero” if they “didn’t survive” a New York show. He
made similar comments about other incidents that occurred during his concerts.’s Another
major event the court might consider is a 2017 accident at one of his shows, where a
concertgoer, Kyle Green, claims he fell off a balcony and was paralyzed as a result.:®

The court will have to consider whether these past events gave enough warning to Scott, that
his failure to act above what the law requires for concert safety constituted a breach of duty.
Negligence is a low threshold, but it is not clear that Scott’s actions in this scenario meet the
threshold, at least with the information released at the moment. The question of whether
Scott had a duty to change the setup of the stage due to past events will be a difficult one for
plaintiffs to prove without more information. After all, accidents happen, and this situation
was out of the ordinary.

Eliane Aini Sabin is a Second Year Law Student at the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of
Law and a Staff Editor at the Cardozo Arts & Entertainment Law Journal. Eliane is
interested in corporate, trust & estate, real estate, and music law.
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