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Order of Exercises

PROCESSIONAL

Michael J. Burstein, JD
Vice Dean
Professor of Law

HERALD

PRESIDING

Selma Botman, PhD
Provost and Vice President for  
Academic Affairs
Yeshiva University

CHIEF MARSHAL

Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman
President
Yeshiva University

NATIONAL ANTHEM

Cantor Ira W. Heller, JD
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

Class of 2008

REMARKS

Melanie Leslie, JD
Dean
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

Class of 1991

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

Hon. Joseph A. Greenaway Jr.
United States Court of Appeals  
for the Third Circuit

STUDENT REMARKS

Xènia Campàs Gené 
LL.M. Class Speaker

Class of 2023

Talia Heller 
J.D. Class Speaker

Class of 2023

STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION 
AWARDS

Hannah Petitti 
SBA President

Class of 2023

AWARDS AND HONORS

Dean Leslie

REMARKS

President Berman

CONFERRING OF MASTER OF 
LAWS (LL.M.) DEGREES

President Berman 

Dean Leslie

CONFERRING OF DOCTOR OF 
THE SCIENCE OF LAW (J.S.D.) 
DEGREES

President Berman

Dean Leslie

CONFERRING OF JURIS DOCTOR 
(J.D.) DEGREES

President Berman

Dean Leslie

ALUMNI REMARKS

Ira S. Dizengoff, JD
Chair, Cardozo Board of Overseers 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

Class of 1992

HATIKVAH

Cantor Heller

RECESSIONAL

Please remain seated until the 
recessional is completed.

This program lists candidates for degrees and honors and is not an official roster of graduates.



BENJAMIN N. CARDOZO  
SCHOOL OF LAW

Doctor of the Science of Law
as of January 13, 2023

Seyed Mohsen Rowhani
Towards a Rights Based Model of 
Economic Sanctions 

Master of Laws
as of September 30, 2022

Donya Feizbakhsh

Master of Laws 
as of January 13, 2023

Ryon Frank Adams
Brixhilda Dhima
Katharine Yael Habibian
Nina Hake
Vattanak Heng
Pooja Pravin Kamat
Johannes Kratzer
Raelynn Marie Leggio
Shkreptim Mallaku
Wossenyelesh Lechamo Merago
Katarzyna E. Musiela
Margaux Nedjar
Juliana Nuñez
Tye-Ashley Chiaka Nwoke
Aveleigh Savea Osei-Hyiaman

Master of Laws
as of May 31, 2023

Alexandre Assouline
Eva Betty Bensimhon
Jessica Adrielle Borges de  
   Oliveira
Xènia Campàs Gené
Caterina Cesario
Nicoletta Chianale
Kanika Choudhary

Morgane Corminboeuf
Hannah Rose Finkel
Simone Francario
Jeanne Frapech
Marie Gaillard
Hemanshi Vikas Gala
Ardit Gila 
Barbara Joffe
Salma Karti
Sukhpreet Kaur
Raphael A. Keller
Sabrina Meriem Laifa
Inès  Mahmoudi
Jibraan Mansoor
Alejandro Martínez Sánchez
Joseph Martin
Siminya Massias
Pavel Medvedev
Ananya Parampalli Muralidhar
Sophia Perkin
Qin Sai
Olga Shemarykina
Carolina Siegert
Rachel Lauren Smith
Lorenzo Testa
Clarence Arlette Tocchio
Rebecca Marie Tuil
Anna-Caroline Vlahovic
Ashley Monique White
Marat Zeynutdinov

Juris Doctor
as of January 13, 2023

Caitlyn Jessica Luciano
Sunshine L. Overturf
Sarah Anne Schwartz
Nicholas Valente Tenore

Juris Doctor
as of May 31, 2023

Elizabeth Hester Aaron
Noah Benjamin Aberman
Chanina Abramowitz
Sara Elizabeth Adams
Sungmin Ahn
Albert Jack Aini
Eliane Aini

Sofia Aizenman
Christopher Reed Alexander
Sarah Lovering Allen
Sarika Andavolu
Jack F. Andrews
Bailey Dana Appel
Alexander Aufrichtig
Lydia M. Balestra
Daniel A. Barnett
Rebecca Alyss Barrett
Osher Solly Battat
Brooke Mary Bauersfeld
Joshua Ross Becker
Brianna Bell
Joseph Harold Bellamy
Rotem Ben Simon
Samantha Elana Berger
Devon Amanda Bergman
Raven Frances Berzal
Nicholas J. Beudert
Emanuel Beys
Paloma Bloch
Elka B. Blonder
Andrew M. Bloom
Danielle Mia Bluth
Ivan Abel Bohorquez
Hillary R. Borker
Brandon Timothy Boschi
Aviva Bree
Josie Marian Brock
Lindsay M. Brocki
Mitchell J. Bromberg
Emma Lauren Bruder
Victoria Tushena Budhan
Zoe Collins Burke
Evan Louis Caltavuturo
Matthew Laurence Cannon
John Peter Capozzi
Alessandra Rose Cartolano
Santino Silvio Casola
MyeongHwan Cha
Lauren Susanne Chamberlin
Kelsey Nicole Clifford
Marissa Hanna Cohen
Rachel M. Colao
Naa Dedei Okaile Coleman
Paul R. Croce 
Camden Blake Crystal
Stephen Joseph Cucolo
Alexa N. Cuevas
Juliana Marie D’Alleva
Mika S. D’Angelo

Nolan Stephen Daniels
Justin Noah Danziger
Madeleine Eva Davis
Brandon M. Dayan
Richard Gregory de Schweinitz
John Steven Dellamore
Kira Elyse Dennis
Allison DiCarlo
Sophie Ada Dizengoff
Hyen Ji Doh
Sean Christopher Domnick
Akili Maridadi Dorsey-Bell
Molly Sarah Dower
Katherine Alice Dunayevich
Augustus Steele Hayes Dye
Mieola Denisha Easter
Ilona Ehrlich
Samuel M. Eichenstein
Maurice Stephen Elbaz
Aimal Farooq
Amanda Paige Fazio
Peri Natanya Feldstein
Xuan Feng
Aharon Y. Fireman
Jay Fisch
Steven Daniel Frydman
Adam Gakin
Francesca I. Galesi
Jonathan M. Gaunya
Rhea Sarah George
Rachel Gershengoren
Shep Alexander Gerszberg
Zoe Alexandra Glaser
Henry Gluck
Lisa Gluzman
Katelyn Rose Goetten
Leandro L. Gomes
Kayla Madison Gonik
Oscar Gonzalez
Wander N. Gonzalez
Haley Elaine Gorey
Anchal Goyal
Gillian Elizabeth Greene
Samantha L. Grosinger
Ryan Hadfield
Brandon Hamroff
Talia A. Heller
Jeremy D. Henesch
Rachell E. Henriquez
Katherine Diane Hensley
Pearl F. Hertz
Justin Ching-Kit Ho

Degree Candidates



Degree Candidates

Brooke Caroline Hodgins
Abraham Hoffman
Leor Hofman
Gabriel Holl-Epstein
Avery Horovitz
Zachary Horowitz
Brianna Aleta Howard
Jesse Hu
Aaron Hughes 
Charles Iwuoha
Michael G. Jacobson
Katherine Frances Jenkins
Andrea Rafaella Jensen
Brett Stephen Jones
Olivia Kate Jones
Celeste Ariana Kabemba
Michael Andrew Kachan
Meghan Elizabeth Kacsmar
Bradley Kahen
Herman Singh Kahlon 
Mary Jacqueline Karapogosian
Daniel N. Kaseff
Joseph Michael Kates
Jacob Abraham Katz
Ryan Katz
David Robert Katzman
Steven Ronald Kaufman
Simran Kaur 
Salisha Kayum
Sangjun Kim
Taegeun Kim
Yoo Jung Kim
Reuben Kirshenbaum
Gabriel Noah Korn
Hannah Rose Kramer
Zahava Krause
Rebecca Kreiser
Tanuja Maitreyi Krishna
Isabel Nina Kupilik
Janice J. Kwon
Rebecca Michelle Laden
Risa Wynn Lake
Bridget Marie Lamb
Sarah Dorothy Landry
Emily Rose Lane
Michelle Lavrichenko
Jonah Lax
Stephanie Leavitt
Remy Morano Leelike
Michele Shelia Lehat
Courtney Paige Leon
Katie Schneider Lesser

Peter C. Lewicki
Ching-Huei Li
Kalliopi P. Livanos
Eliza Jane Logan
Angus Edward MacKinnon
Madison B. Marino
Chaya-Bracha K. Markowitz 
Isaac B. Marks
Madison Seery Marlow
Liliana L. Martinez
Aaron Jacob Marx
Siddharth Matai
Kerri Anne Matulis
Jaimie Elizabeth Mayer
Breece Daniel McConnell
Megan Patricia McCurdy
Thomas Joseph McGovern
Macy Page Medford
Grace Caterina Mei
Jennifer Mikhaylov
Emily Kate Miller
Yasmeen S. Mirsaidi
Theodora Misthos
Laura D. Montoya
Aviva Morgenstern
Niara T. Morrison
Shlomo Moyal
Andrew Brian Mozorosky
Caitlin Rose Muraca
Sean Murphy
Catherine Elizabeth Naas
Alexis Jordan Narotzky
Zoe Neefe
Alec Benjamin Neimand
Olivia Hope Nevola
Justin Keith Nguyen
Rebecca Okin
Camilla Oliva
Sydney Ariel Osterweil-Artson
Noah M. Page
Michelle Palagi
Katlyn Palmatier
Se Won Park
Pranjal P. Patel
Sofia Ada Pathakis
Julia C. Patz
Hannah Nicole Petitti
Julia Marie Pjevach
Jane Mauro Podlaski
Joseph Pomerantz
Maria G. Prida
Jenna Marie Rackerby

Eliana Rachel Ramelson
Madison Taylor Reed
Bradley Kent Rice
Jacob Benjamin Richman
Alexandra Kayla Rindenow
Libby Bae Ro
Ashley Danielle Roberts
Anthony Pinto Rodrigues
Michelle Rojas
Benjamin Ira Rosen
Dean Alexander Rosenberg
Eric Tyler Rothman
David Max Rudolph
Anna Victoria Russo
Maya Rutta
Mamoon Rashid Saleemi
Heidi Marissa Sade Sandomir
Romary M. Santana
Shelby J. Saunders
Ned W. Schefer
Calli Anne Schmitt
Elliot G. Schwartz
Sarah L. Schwartz
Steven Schwartz
Sydney Taylor Schwartz
Jake R. Segal
Talia Samantha Segal
William James Seguin
Scott R. Semaya
Alexandra Rae Serota
Michelle Shabat
Eli Shahar
Sharon Shaji
Carly Shapiro
Monica Alina Lei Shea
Sharon Shimon
Simone Alayna Shuman
Lana Shuris
Marc Jeremy Siegel
Jason S. Siev
Emily Brooke Silverman
Jennifer Arden Silverstein
Ajay Nicholas Singh
Amanda Rose Sivin
Payten E. Slaughter
Avraham Snider
Jack D. Sorensen
Miles Jefferson Starfield
Jordan A. Stark
Jacob Stein
Katherine Hanna Stern 
Isaac Joseph Strauss

Aiko N. Suyemoto
Teri M. Talbot-Mignott
Corey Tam
Henry Tan
Dilvin Behcet Tayip
Yanni Anastasios Thanopoulos
Henry B. Thomas
Anda Totoreanu
Taylor Jo Trefger
Joshua D. Trichon
Azeem Uddeen
Andrew P. Ulbrich
Yosef Ungar
Julia Faith Vastano 
Aryan K. Vavila
Luc Tomas Velazquez
Amanda Anne Vice
Davis James Villano
Daniel S. Wachenfeld
Joseph Wahba
Michelle Elizabeth Walczuk
Julia Nicole Walder
Frechette Frecella Wallen
Seth Dean Warshaw
Aj Wei
Evan Zachary Weinstein
Zachary David Weiss
Markus James Wieshofer
Azalea Williams
Garanique N. Williams
Louise Hamilton Williams
Jacob Elliot Wollach
Kimberly Grace Wroblewski
Shelley Wu
Cecilia Yang
Debbie Chingwen Yang
Jack Jia Ke Yau
Mollie Sophia Yellin
Olivia S. Yoon
Zhuoran You
Anita RuoYuan Yu
Cynthia Yung
Aqsa Zahid
Eza Bella Zakirova
Victor Max Zalta
Justin Joseph Zarka
Carly Ann Zdankowski
Elysa F. Zebersky
Xiaoshi Suky Zhang
Tatsiana Zhuk
Sharon Zirkiev
David Israel Zontak



Certificates in Dispute 
Resolution 
as of May 31, 2023

Elka B. Blonder
Ilona Ehrlich
Rachel Gershengoren
Noah M. Page
Hannah Nicole Petitti
Steven Schwartz
Jordan A. Stark
Yosef Ungar
Anita RuoYuan Yu

FACULTY AWARDS

Felix Frankfurter Award

John Dellamore

Dr. Samuel Belkin Award

Isaac Strauss  

Louis Henkin Award

Jibraan Mansoor  

Professor John Appel Award

Davis Villano  

Steven Eric Tanenbaum  
Leadership Award

Hannah Petitti

Andrew S. Zucker Award

Paloma Bloch

E. Nathaniel Gates Award

Sydney Artson  

Telford Taylor Award

Brett Jones  

National Association of Women 
Lawyers Award

Meghan Kacsmar

James Lewis Award

Rebecca Kriser  

Stanley H. Beckerman Public 
Interest Award

Louise Williams  

Jonathan A. Weiss Award for  
Public Interest Law

Molly Dower

Archie A. Gorfinkel Award

Zoe Glaser  

Jacob Burns Ethics Center in the 
Practice of Law Award

Mika D’Angelo  

ALI-ABA Scholarship and Leader-
ship Award

Michelle Lavrichenko

Benjamin N. Cardozo Writing 
Award–Best Written Work for  
Civil Advocacy

Talia Heller  

Benjamin N. Cardozo Writing 
Award–Best Work Published in  
a Cardozo Journal

Rachel Gershengoren

Benjamin N. Cardozo Writing 
Award–Best Written Work for 
Criminal Justice

Molly Dower

Benjamin N. Cardozo Writing 
Award–Best Written Work  
Not for Publication in a Journal

Maria Prida 

Distinguished Performance  
in the LLM Program

Xènia Campàs Gené  
Caterina Cesario  
Raphael Keller  

Beatrice Cohen Award

Jonah Lax

Cardozo Service and Achievement 
Award

Lindsay Brocki  
Rebecca Laden
Liliana Martinez  
Jacob Stein
Shelley Wu  

Federal Bar Council Cornelius W. 
Wickersham Award

Lauren Chamberlin

Award for Excellence in  
Intellectual Property

Joseph Bellamy 
Nina Hake  

Richard H. Weisberg Writing Award

John Dellamore 
Talia Heller 
Brett Jones

Westin Scholar Award

Miles Starfield

Mike Downing Memorial Moot Court 
Coaching Award

Anna Russo

JACOB BURNS MEDALS

Sarika Andavolu
Nicholas Beudert 
Andrew Bloom  
Josie Brock  
John Dellamore
Ilona Ehrlich
Gabriel Holl Epstein 
Mary Karapogosian  
Peter Lewicki
Eliza Jane Logan  
Megan McCurdy
Mamoon Saleemi   
Heidi Sandomir
Jack Sorensen  
Dilvin Tayip 
Anda Totoreanu 
Frechette Wallen
Garanique Williams  
Olivia Yoon

CLERKSHIPS

John Dellamore
SDNY Magistrate Judge Gabriel W. 
Gorenstein

Meghan Kacsmar
Hudson County Family Division

Taylor Trefger
Kings Supreme Court/2nd JD

Shelley Wu 
New Jersey Superior Court, 
Appellate Division

Awards and Honors



CARDOZO LAW REVIEW

Sarika Andavolu
Editor-in-Chief

Risa Lake
Executive Editor

Molly Dower
Managing Editor

Marissa Cohen
Carly Zdankowski
Senior Articles Editors

Sharon Shaji
Head de•novo Editor

Kerri Matulis
Senior Notes Editor

Evan Caltavuturo
Symposia Editor

Eli Shahar
de•novo Editor

Isaac Strauss
Shelley Wu
Submissions and Podcast Editors

Mollie Yellin
Business Manager

Madeleine Davis
Meghan Kacsmar
Daniel Kaseff
Sarah Landry
Ashley Roberts
David Rudolph
Articles Editors

Rebecca Laden
Michelle Lavrichenko
Andrew Ulbrich
Notes Editors

Matthew Cannon
Maria Prida
Equity and Inclusion Committee

Brianna Bell
Communications Chair

Sofia Aizenman
Emanuel Beys
Alessandra Cartolano
Adam Gakin
Rhea George
Gabriel Korn
Rebecca Kreiser
Leor Hofman
Mary Karapogosian
Angus MacKinnon
Theodora Misthos
Katherine Saed
Shelby Saunders
Joshua Trichon
Chaya-Bracha Walkenfeld
Cynthia Yung
Associate Editors

Michael Jacobson
Joseph Wahba
Staff Editors

CARDOZO ARTS AND  
ENTERTAINMENT LAW  
JOURNAL

Olivia Yoon
Editor-in-Chief

B. Stephen Jones
Executive Editor

Eliza Logan
Managing Editor

Rebecca Okin
Eric Rothman
Senior Articles Editors

Lauren Chamberlin
Senior Notes Editor

Azeem Uddeen
AJ Wei
Acquisitions Editors

Sophie Dizengoff
Symposium Editor

Seth Warshaw
Online Editor

Jessica Doh
Emily Miller
Scott Semaya
Monica Shea
Articles Editors

Pearl Hertz
Madison Marlow
Notes Editors

Raven Berzal
Andrew Bloom
Kelsey Clifford
Amanda Fazio
Courtney Leon
Caitlin Muraca
Romary Santana
Corey Tam
Daniel Wachenfeld
Associate Editors

Bryce Alvord
Stephanny Avshalomov
Frances Bandas
Dylan Blanchard
Marcus Budashewitz
Alexandria Ciardullo
Zach Cihlar
Chelsea Conway
Cory Crystal
Abigail Damsky
Alissa C. Donovan
Sophia Dudgeon
Isaac Gamboa
Jordan Glotzer
Shula Goldstein
Ethan Graham
Shayna Grife
Madeleine Higgs
Sammy Kahn
Ashley Kaminski
Ksenia Khlystova-Gowda
Amanda Leitman
Lindy Lofton
Eric Mason
Jordyn Miller
Olivia Nacionales
Heather A. Najman
Ivana Petani
Polina J. Pittell
Annie Planker
Sami Rosenblatt
Carly Rothstein
Rachel Rutstein
Michael Schatz
William Schwartz
Yaffa Solemanzadeh
Grace Usilton
Liana Weitzman
Ryan Whyte
Staff Editors

CARDOZO INTERNATIONAL  
COMPARATIVE, POLICY & ETHICS 
LAW REVIEW 

Megan Mccurdy
Editor-In-Chief

Julia Pjevach
Executive Editor

Camilla Oliva
Managing Editor

Ivan Bohorquez
Catherine Naas
Senior Articles Editor 

Richard De Schweinitz
Submissions Editor

Julia Vastano
Senior Notes Editor

Christopher Alexander
Ned Schefer
Henry Thomas
Articles Editors

Mika D’angelo
Isaac Marks
Justin Zarka
Notes Editors

Sydney Osterweil-Artson
Symposia Editor

Katelyn Goetten
Online Editor

Zoe Neefe
Business Edi

Awards and Honors



CARDOZO JOURNAL OF  
CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

John Dellamore
Editor-In-Chief

Michele Lehat
Executive Editor

Stephanie Schatz Leavitt
Managing Editor

Michelle Palagi
Avraham Snider
Senior Articles Editors

Lydia Balestra
Remy M. Leelike
Joseph Pomerantz
Alexandra Rindenow
Articles Editors

Nicholas Beudert
Symposium Editor

Rachel Gershengoren
Senior Notes Editor

Myeonghwan Cha
Henry Gluck
Brandon Hamroff
Alexis Narotzky
Notes Editors

Tanuja Krishna
Business Editor

Joshua Becker
Yanni Thanopoulos
Blog Editors

Shifra Ben-Jacob
Jake Berger
Zachary Chaikin
Eliott Dosetareh
Tyler Fierro
Penina Gershbaum
Sydney Grant
Ross Herman
Chelsea Hill
Olivia Huey
Halle Jaffe
Daniel Kim
Avi Kafka
Olivia Kalsner Kershen
Zachary Knoop
Ethan Krantz
Jessica Lalehzar
Jillian Leavey

Martuni Nazaryan
Elizabeth Neuburger
Amanda Pasternak
Miranda Sapoznik
Aaron Silverman
Samuel Silverman
Elliot Tepfer
Chen Di Xu
Staff Editors

CARDOZO JOURNAL OF EQUAL 
RIGHTS & SOCIAL JUSTICE

Heidi Sandomir
Editor-in-Chief

Davis Villano
Executive Editor

Lindsay Brocki
Managing Editor

Katherine Dunayevich
Senior Articles Editor

Calli Schmitt
Senior Notes Editor

Danielle Bluth
Articles Editor

Emma Bruder 
Hannah Kramer
Notes Editors

Peri Feldstein
Annotations Editor

Steven Kaufman
Symposium Editor

Bailey Appel
Anda Totoreanu
Submissions & Online Editors

Arifa Abrahim
Gabriela Amaral
Arisha Andha
Adeline Beattie
Maleah Bradley
Sarah Brody
Nicholas Cinquina
Tabatha Cortes
Sean Dalton
Alexandra DeBenedictis
Hailey Dobin Reichel
Madison Dougherty

William Fox
Emma Guggenheimer
Noa Gutow-Ellis
Lily Leib
Julia Maxman
Cassidy Moon
Isabel Ortega-Romero
Grace Ouyang
Sarit Perl
Marcy Pineda
Zachary Verbit
Jessica Waldman
Jane Weiss
Samantha Woods
Staff Editors

CARDOZO MOOT COURT  
HONOR SOCIETY 

Peter Lewicki
Frechette Wallen
Editors-in-Chief

Josie Brock
Managing Editor

Celeste Kabemba
Executive Teams Editor

Zoe Burke
John Peter Capozzi
Jonathan Gaunya
Competition Editors

Santino Casola
Nolan Daniels 
Xuan Feng
Luc Velazquez
Problem Editors

Rachel Colao
Anna Victoria Russo
Evan Weinstein
Kimberly Wroblewski
Senior Editors

Dilvin Tayip
Communications Chair

Simran Kaur
Inclusion Committee Chair

Victor Allaham
Sydney Bruns
Zoe Cebulash
Gowri Cheepurupalli
Lauren Deutsch
Annabella Ferrante
Keisy Germosen
Ellie Grafstein
Talia Heller
Justin Ho
Zakaria Mohammed Khan
Breece McConnell
Nordia Mullings 
Thomas Paddock
Nicole Fabian Peña
Jane M. Podlaski
Harrison Poe
Megan T. Priaulx
Eliana Ramelson
Bradley Rice
David Rice 
Libby Ro
Anne Schwab
Zoe Sheppard
Kathryn Siegmund
Matthew U. Silfin
Aiko Suyemoto
Tatiana Sterling
Rahni Stewart
Ariella Vasinkevich
Emma Teman
Zachary Weiss
Sophie England Winnick
Staff Editors

Awards and Honors



ADR COMPETITION  
HONOR SOCIETY

Ilona Ehrlich 
Editor-in-Chief 

Alec Neimand 
Managing Editor 

Mieola Easter 
Jason Siev 
Executive Editors 

Charles Iwouha 
Hannah Petitti 
Problem Editors 

Victoria Budhan 
Maurice Elbaz 
Lisa Gluzman 
Jaimie Mayer 
Noah Page 
Se Won Park 
Steven Schwartz 
Sydney Schwartz 
Carly A. Shapiro 
Jordan Stark 
Senior Editors 

Janice Kwon 
Associate Editor 

Noah Agnew 
Megan Bishop 
Judzia Bryant 
Chloe Canaan 
Sydney Clarke 
Sabrina Clifford 
Olivia Fortunato 
Bradley Goodstein 
Sarah Igarashi 
Diana Miller 
Lisa Mordkovich 
Julia Pettis 
Yonatan Raskin 
Jacob Segal 
Joshua Weiner 
Muna Yimam 
Staff Editors 

ADMINISTRATION

Melanie Leslie, JD
Dean 
Dr. Samuel Belkin Professor of Law

Michael J. Burstein, JD
Vice Dean 
Professor of Law

Matthew S. Levine, MBA
Senior Associate Dean for Finance 
and Administration

John DeNatale, BA
Associate Dean for Communications 
and Public Affairs

Carey Bertolet Grand, JD
Associate Dean for Career Services

Jennifer Kim, JD
Associate Dean for Student Services 
and Advising, Diversity & Inclusion

Kelly Leong, MLIS, LLM
Associate Dean for Library Services 
Professor of Legal Research 
Director, Dr. Lillian & Dr. Rebecca 
Chutick Law Library

Peter Markowitz, JD
Associate Dean for Equity in 
Curriculum and Teaching 
Professor of Law  
Co-Director, Kathryn O. Greenberg 
Immigration Justice Clinic

David G. Martinidez,* MA
Associate Dean for Admissions

Kelly M. Leong 
Associate Dean of Library Services 
Director of the Law Library  
Professor of Legal Research 

Dr. Lillian & Dr. Rebecca Chutick 
Law Library 

Rachel McNassor, MEd
Associate Dean for Institutional 
Advancement 
Associate VP of Advancement, 
Yeshiva University

Valbona Myteberi, LLB, LLM
Associate Dean for Graduate,  
International and Online Programs

Michael Pollack, JD
Associate Dean for Faculty 
Development 
Co-Director, Floersheimer Center for 
Constitutional Democracy

Jeanne Estilo Widerka, JD
Associate Dean for Admissions

Christine Arlene N. Arrozal, MA
Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs

Josh Dubin, JD
Executive Director, Perlmutter Center 
for Legal Justice

Inez Lano, BA
Executive Director, Alumni Affairs  
and Alumni D&I Initiatives

Rachel Peifer, MS
Senior Director,  
Digital Communications

Julia Pollan, MS
Executive Director, Advancement

Pamela Serota, EdD
Senior Director, Graduate and 
International Programs

Sherry-Ann Smith-Gomez, JD
Senior Director, Career Services

Jacklyn Tavarez, AA
Senior Director, Finance and 
Administration

Josephine Tirado, BS
Senior Director, Faculty Services

Francesca Acocella, JD
Director, Student Life

David Adams, BA
Director, Programs and Data

Alissa Bernstein, JD
Director, Center for Public Service 
Law

Ziva Cohen, JD
Director, Admissions  
Communications 
Associate Director, Admissions

Sofia D’Alessandro, BFA
Director, Special Events 

Jon D. Goldberg, MA
Director, Student Finance

Derrick Hamilton
Deputy Director, Perlmutter Center  
for Legal Justice

Bryan Jackson, MSA
Director, Digital Marketing and 
Communications

Stephen Iannacone, JD
Director, Academic Success

Tara Mani, LLB
Director, Employer Outreach

Roberta Smith, JD
Director, Externships

Jessica Walpert, JD
Director, Admissions

Jeannine Englert, MSEd
Registrar

Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

* Deceased



FACULTY

Emmanuel Arnaud
Assistant Professor of Law

BA, 2013, Columbia University 
JD, 2016, Cornell University

Jonathan Ashtor
Professor of Practice

BAS, 2005, University of Toronto 
JD, 2009, Northwestern University

Paris R. Baldacci*
Clinical Professor Emeritus of Law

BA, 1965, University of Scranton 
PhD, 1974, Marquette University 
JD, 1987, City University of New York

J. David Bleich
Herbert and Florence Tenzer  
Professor of Jewish Law and Ethics

BA, 1960, Brooklyn College 
MA, 1968, Columbia University 
PhD, 1974, New York University

Lester Brickman
Professor Emeritus of Law

BS, 1961, Carnegie Mellon University 
JD, 1964, University of Florida 
LLM, 1965, Yale University

Michael J. Burstein
Vice Dean 
Professor of Law

BA, 1999, Yale University 
JD, 2004, New York University

Luis Carlos Calderon Gomez
Assistant Professor of Law

BA, 2015, Vanderbilt University 
JD, 2019, Yale University

David Gray Carlson
Professor of Law

BA, 1974, University of California, 
Santa Barbara 
JD, 1977, University of California, 
Hastings

Robert Collins
Professor of Practice 
Director, Divorce Mediation Clinic

BA, 1972, Yale College 
JD, 1975, University of Pennsylvania

Laura E. Cunningham
Professor of Law

BS, 1977, University of California, Davis 
JD, 1980, University of California, 
Hastings 
LLM, 1988, New York University

Rebekah Diller
Clinical Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Bet Tzedek Legal  
Services Clinic

BA, 1991, Rutgers University 
JD, 1997, New York University

Mitchell L. Engler*
Professor of Law

BA, 1987; JD, 1990; LLM, 1991,  
New York University

Pamela Foohey
Professor of Law

BS, 2004, New York University 
JD, 2008, Harvard University

Jocelyn Getgen-Kestenbaum
Clinical Associate Professor of Law 
Director, Benjamin B. Ferencz Human 
Rights and Atrocity Prevention Clinic 
Director, Cardozo Law Institute in 
Holocaust and Human Rights

BA, 2000, Cornell University 
MPH, 2007, Johns Hopkins University 
JD, 2008, Cornell University 

Myriam Gilles
Paul R. Verkuil Research Chair  
in Public Law 
Professor of Law

AB, 1993, Harvard University 
JD, 1996, Yale University

Betsy Ginsberg
Clinical Professor of Law 
Director, Clinical Legal Education 
Director, Civil Rights Clinic

BA, 1994, Wesleyan University 
JD, 1999, New York University

Elizabeth Goldman
Clinical Professor of Law 
Director, Securities Arbitration Clinic

BA, 1987, State University of New York, 
Albany 
JD, 1990, Benjamin N. Cardozo  
School of Law, Yeshiva University

Toby Golick
Clinical Professor Emerita of Law

BA, 1966, Barnard College 
JD, 1969, Columbia University

Peter Goodrich
Professor of Law 
Director, Program in Law and  
Humanities

LLB, 1975, University of Sheffield 
PhD, 1984, University of Edinburgh

Michelle Greenberg-Kobrin
Clinical Associate Professor of Law 
Director, Filmmakers Legal Clinic 
Director, Leadership Program at the 
Heyman Center on Corporate 
Governance

BA, 1996; JD, 1999, Columbia  
University

Minasse Haile
Professor Emeritus of Law

BA, 1950, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison 
LLB, 1954; MA, 1957; PhD 1961, 
Columbia University

Malvina Halberstam
Professor Emerita of Law

BA, 1957, Brooklyn College 
JD, 1961; MIA, 1964, Columbia 
University

Eva H. Hanks
Professor Emerita of Law

Referendar, 1951, Freie Universitaät, 
Berlin 
LLB, 1960, University of California, 
Los Angeles 
LLM, 1962; JSD, 1969, Columbia 
University

Michael Eric Herz
Arthur Kaplan Professor of Law

BA, 1979, Swarthmore College 
JD, 1982, University of Chicago

Kyron James Huigens
Professor of Law

AB, 1981, Washington University 
JD, 1984, Cornell University

Rebecca Ingber
Professor of Law

BA, 2000, Yale University 
JD, 2005, Harvard University

Arthur J. Jacobson
Professor Emeritus of Law

AB, 1969; JD, 1974; PhD, 1978,  
Harvard University

Young Ran (Christine) Kim
Professor of Law

LLB, 2002, Seoul National University 
LLM, 2005, Seoul National University 
LLM, 2012, Harvard University 
JSD, 2018, New York University

Barbara Kolsun
Professor of Practice 
Director, Fashion, Arts, Media and  
Entertainment (FAME) Law Center

BA, 1971, Sarah Lawrence College 
JD, 1982, Benjamin N. Cardozo School 
of Law, Yeshiva University

Kelly Leong
Associate Dean for Library Services  
Professor of Legal Research 
Director of the Dr. Lillian & Dr. 
Rebecca Chutick Law Library 

BA, 2003, University of California,  
Santa Barbara 
JD, 2007, New England School of Law 
LL.M., 2008, George Washington 
University 
MLS, 2011, University of North Carolina

Melanie Leslie
Dean 
Dr. Samuel Belkin Professor of Law

BA, 1983, University of Oregon 
JD, 1991, Benjamin N. Cardozo  
School of Law, Yeshiva University

Kate Levine
Associate Professor of Law

AB, 2002; JD, 2006, Harvard University

Burton Lipshie
Professor of Practice

BS, 1964; LLB, 1967, Columbia 
University 

Lela Porter Love
Professor of Law 
Founding Director, Kukin Program  
for Conflict Resolution 
Director, Cardozo Mediation Clinic 

AB, 1973, Harvard University 
MEd, 1975, Virginia Commonwealth 
University 
JD, 1979, Georgetown University

Peter L. Markowitz
Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Kathryn O. Greenberg  
Immigration Justice Clinic 
Associate Dean for Equity in  
Curriculum and Teaching

BA, 1994, Wesleyan University 
JD, 2001, New York University

Kathryn Miller
Clinical Assistant Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Criminal Defense Clinic

BA, 2002, The College of William  
and Mary 
JD, 2007, University of California, 
Berkeley
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Lindsay Nash
Clinical Associate Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Kathryn O. Greenberg 
Immigration Justice Clinic

BA, 2004, American University 
JD, 2010, Yale University

Leslie S. Newman
Professor of Law 
Director, Lawyering and Legal  
Writing Center

AB, MA, 1975, Brown University 
JD, 1978, Boston University

Jacob Noti-Victor
Associate Professor of Law

AB, 2009, Harvard University 
JD, 2014, Yale University

Jonathan H. Oberman
Clinical Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Criminal Defense Clinic

BA, 1974; MA, 1976; MPhil, 1979, 
Columbia University 
JD, 1982, Northeastern University

Deborah N. Pearlstein
Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Floersheimer Center  
for Constitutional Democracy

AB, 1993, Cornell University 
JD, 1998, Harvard University

Michael Pollack
Professor of Law 
Associate Dean for Faculty 
Development 
Co-Director, Floersheimer Center for 
Constitutional Democracy

BA, 2008, Swarthmore College 
JD, 2011, New York University

Monroe E. Price
Professor Emeritus of Law

BA, 1960; LLB, 1964, Yale University

Alexander A. Reinert
Max Freund Professor of Litigation 
and Advocacy 
Director, Center for Rights and Justice

AB, 1994, Brown University 
JD, 1999, New York University

Gabor Rona
Professor of Practice

BA, 1973, Brandeis University 
JD, 1978, Vermont Law School 
LLM, 1997, Columbia University

Michel Rosenfeld
University Professor of Law and 
Comparative Democracy 
Justice Sydney L. Robins Professor of 
International Law and Human Rights 
Director, Program on Global and  
Comparative Constitutional Theory 
Co-Director, Versa: The Israel  
Supreme Court Project

BA, 1969; MA, 1971; MPhil, 1978; PhD, 
1991, Columbia University 
JD, 1974, Northwestern University

Jessica A. Roth
Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Jacob Burns Ethics 
Center in the Practice of Law

AB, 1992; JD, 1997, Harvard University

David Rudenstine
Sheldon H. Solow Professor of Law

BA, 1963; MAT, 1965, Yale University 
JD, 1969, New York University

Leslie Salzman
Clinical Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Bet Tzedek Legal  
Services Clinic

BA, 1978, Tufts University 
JD, 1981, New York University

Barry C. Scheck
Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Innocence Project

BS, 1971, Yale University 
JD, MCP, 1974, University of California, 
Berkeley

Andrea Schneider
Professor of Law 
Director, Kukin Program for Conflict 
Resolution

AB, 1988, Princeton University 
Diploma in European Law, 1993, 
Academy of European Law 
JD, 1992, Harvard University

Jeanne L. Schroeder
Professor of Law

AB, 1975, Williams College 
JD 1978, Stanford University

Anthony Sebok
Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Jacob Burns Ethics 
Center in the Practice of Law

AB, 1984, Cornell University 
MPhil, 1986, Oxford University 
JD, 1991, Yale University 
PhD, 1993, Princeton University

Kate Shaw
Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Floersheimer Center for 
Constitutional Democracy

BA, 2001, Brown University 
JD, 2006, Northwestern University

Paul M. Shupack
Professor Emeritus of Law

AB, 1961, Columbia University 
JD, 1970, University of Chicago

Edward Stein
Professor of Law 
Director, Gertrud Mainzer Program in 
Family Law, Policy and Bioethics 
Co-Director, Einstein-Cardozo  
Masters in Bioethics

BA, 1987, Williams College 
PhD, 1992, Massachusetts Institute  
of Technology 
JD, 2000, Yale University

Stewart E. Sterk
H. Bert and Ruth Mack Professor  
of Real Estate Law 
Director, Center for Real Estate Law 
and Policy

AB, 1973; JD, 1976, Columbia  
University

Martin J. Stone
Professor of Law

BA, 1982, Brandeis University 
JD, 1985, Yale University 
BPhil, 1988, Oxford University 
PhD, 1996, Harvard University

Suzanne Last Stone
University Professor and Director, 
Center for Jewish Law and  
Contemporary Civilization 
Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Versa: The Israel  
Supreme Court Project

BA, 1974, Princeton University 
JD, 1978, Columbia University

Saurabh Vishnubhakat
Professor of Law 
Director, Intellectual Property and 
Information Law

BS, 2004, Georgia Institute of 
Technology 
LLM, 2010 University of  
New Hampshire 
JD, 2010, University of New Hampshire

Matthew Wansley
Assistant Professor of Law 
Co-Director, The Samuel and Ronnie 
Heyman Center on Corporate 
Governance

BA, 2007, Yale University 
JD, 2010, Harvard University

Samuel Weinstein
Associate Professor of Law 
Co-Director, The Samuel and Ronnie  
Heyman Center on Corporate  
Governance

BA, 1989, Haverford College 
PhD, 1996, University of California, 
Berkeley 
JD, 2002, University of California, 
Berkeley

Richard H. Weisberg
Professor Emeritus of Law

BA, 1965, Brandeis University 
PhD, 1970, Cornell University 
JD, 1974, Columbia University

David Weisenfeld
Professor of Practice

BA, 1978, Trinity College 
JD, 1981, Harvard University

Lynn Wishart
Professor Emerita of Legal Research

AB, 1969, West Virginia University 
MLS, 1971, University of Michigan 
JD, 1977, Washington University in  
St. Louis

Aaron Wright
Clinical Associate Professor of Law 
Founding Director, Tech Startup Clinic

BA, 2002, Tufts University 
JD, 2005, Benjamin N. Cardozo  
School of Law, Yeshiva University

Felix Wu
Professor of Law 
Director, Cardozo Data Law  
Initiative (CDLI) 
Director, MSL Program in Data Law 
and Privacy

AB, 1996, Harvard University 
PhD, JD, 2005, University of California, 
Berkeley

Charles M. Yablon
Professor of Law

AB, 1972, Columbia University 
JD, 1975, Yale University

Edward A. Zelinsky
Morris and Annie Trachman  
Professor of Law

AB, 1972; MA, JD, 1975; MPhil, 1978, 
Yale University
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VISITING FACULTY

Gaia Bernstein
Visiting Professor of Law 
2022–2023 

BA, 1992, Tel-Aviv University 
JD, 1995, Boston University 
LLM, 1998, Tel-Aviv University 
LLM, 2000, Harvard University 
JSD, 2005, New York University

Stanley Fish
Floersheimer Distinguished Visiting 
Professor of Law 
2013–2023

BA, 1959, University of Pennsylvania 
MA, 1960; PhD, 1962, Yale University

Rachel Landy
Visiting Assistant Professor 
Director, Heyman Center on 
Corporate Governance 
2022–2024

BA, 2007, New York University 
JD, 2012, University of California,  
Los Angeles

Christopher Lau
Visiting Clinical Instructor of Law and 
Clinical Teaching Fellow 
Criminal Defense Clinic 
2022–2023

BA, 2007, Wesleyan University 
MPA, 2014, Princeton University 
JD, 2014, University of California, 
Berkeley

Ramya Kudekallu
Visiting Clinical Instructor of Law  
and Telford Taylor Human Rights  
Fellow of Clinical Law 
Cardozo Law Institute in Holocaust 
Human Rights (CLIHHR) 
2020–2023

LLB, 2012, Bishop Cotton Women’s 
Christian Law College 
LLM, 2018, Fordham University

Susanna Mancini
Visiting Professor of Law 
Spring 2023

JD, 1991, University of Bologna 
LLM, 1992, University of Florence 
PhD, 1995, European University  
Institute, Florence

Alma Magana
Harold A. Stevens Visiting Professor 
of Law 
2021–2023

BA, 2004, Furman University 
JD, 2007, Penn State University

Charles Moxley
ADR Practitioner in Residence 
2010–2023

BA, 1965; MA, 1966, Fordham  
University 
JD, 1969, Columbia University

Mauricio Norona
Visiting Clinical Assistant Professor  
of Law 
2022–2023 
Visiting Clinical Instructor of Law and 
Clinical Teaching Fellow 
Kathryn O. Greenberg Immigration 
Justice Clinic 
2019–2022

BBA, 2002, Baruch College,  
City University of New York 
JD, 2010, City University of New York

Margaret Raymond
Visiting Professor of Law 
Spring 2023

BA, 1980, Carleton College 
JD, 1985, Columbia University

Emily Sack
Visiting Professor of Law 
Spring 2023

BA, 1980, Swarthmore College 
MA, 1983, Columbia University 
MPhil, 1984, Columbia University 
JD, 1991, New York University

Mark Sidel
Visiting Professor of Law 
2020–2023

AB, 1979, Princeton University 
MA, 1982, Yale University 
JD, 1985, Columbia University

Ric Simmons
Visiting Professor of Law 
Summer 2022

BA, 1990; MA 1991; Stamford  
University 
JD, 1994, Columbia University

Haley Sylvester
Visiting Clinical Instructor of Law  
and Clinical Teaching Fellow 
Filmmakers Legal Clinic 
2020–2023

BA, 2013, Vanderbilt University 
JD, 2016, Columbia Law School 
LLM, 2016, London School of  
Economics and Political Science

Dmytro Vovk
Visiting Associate Professor 
2022–2023

MA, 2004, Yaroslav Mudryi National 
Law University 
PhD, 2008, Yaroslav Mudryi National 
Law University

Victor Wang
Visiting Clinical Assistant Professor  
of Law 
Acting Director, Tech Start-Up Clinic 
2019–2023 
Director, Cardozo-Google Patent 
Diversity Project 
2019–2023

BS, 2006, Columbia University 
JD, 2015, Benjamin N. Cardozo School 
of Law, Yeshiva University

Elizabeth Wu
Visiting Clinical Instructor of Law  
and Clinical Teaching Fellow 
Kathryn O. Greenberg Immigration 
Justice Clinic 
2022–2023

BA, 2012, New York University 
JD, 2018, Benjamin N. Cardozo School 
of Law, Yeshiva University

ADJUNCT FACULTY

Francesca Acocella
Mary Alestra
Derek Alexander
Marla Alhadeff
David Althoff
Charles Altman
Christine Appah-Gyamfi
Matthew Asbell
Latisha Ayers
Paul Babchik
Jamie Bagliebter
Aissatou Barry
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Silvana Boggia
Justin Braun
Andrew Buzin
Janyll Canals-Kernizan
Amy Cassidy
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Brad Cohen
Joel Cohen
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Dale Degenshein
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Jackie Devore
Sarah Dranoff
Anthony Dreyer
Ellen Drucker-Albert
Scott Dunn
Marlin Duro-Martinez
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Arthur Eisenberg
Bennett Ellenbogen
Richard Emery
Danielle Engelman
Hon. Ralph Fabrizio
Brian Farkas
Dave Feuerstein
Eugenia Fowlkes
Manfred Gabriel
Gary Galperin
Sophie Gandler
Jillian Gautier
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Robin Gise
Samantha Gleit
Michael Graif
Ashley Grant
Jellisa Grant
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Jacquelyn Griffin
Joseph Gutmann
Louis Hait 
Peter Halprin
Phillip Hamilton
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Catherine Hannibal
Krysta Hartley
Barbara Hathaway
Henry Hauser
Jonathan Hendin
Gary Holtzer
Moshe Horn
Svetlana Iakovleva
Stephen Iannacone
Hon. Shorab Ibrahim
Julie Interdonato
Jorge Irizarry
Moshe Jaffe
Sherry Jetter
Tarnetta Jones
Anna Kadyshevich
Danielle Kantor
Jenn Kim
Margaux Knee
Barry Koch
Hon. Jill Konviser
Anna Kou
Greg Krakower
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Maxwell Leighton 
Caroline Levy
Cathy Lifeso
Frank London
Shannon Lucey
Bertrand Madsen
Randa Maher
Susanna Mancini
Adriana Mark
Lillian Marquez
Joel Marrero
Joshua Martinez

Vinny Martorana
Ingrid Mattson
Amy McCamphill
Michael McCullough
Kevin McElroy
Sean McLernon
Terry McMahon
Kathryn McRae
Olivera Medenica
Shayna Medley
Joshua Mendelsohn
Ivan Mendez
Amy Montoya
Jodi Morales
Robert Moses
Jennifer Naiburg
Alexandria Nedd
John Newbery
Jacqueline Newman
Thomas Odell
Patricia O’Prey
Marc Ostrow
Anupama Pal
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Michael Pantazakos
Michelle Parker
Oscar Pelaez
Vanessa Potkin
Michael  Poveromo
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Lauris Rall
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Claire Ridings
Hon. Dineen Riviezzo
Maurice Robinson
Jackie Robinson
Michael Ross
Alexandra Rothman
Linda Ryan
Jane-Roberte Sampeur
Justin Santagata
Jennifer Scarpati
Matthew Schedler
Evan Schein
Olivia Schlinck
Nick Schmitt
Bruce Schneider
Aditi Schretzman
Rita Sethi
Hasan Shafiqullah
Nikki Shaver

Robert Shwartz
Omar Siddiqi
David Silva
Ted Slevin
Richard Sobelsohn
Stephen Sonnenberg
Robert Soriano-Hewitt
Steven Sparling
Rachel  Stein
Michael Stone
Joseph Stulberg
John Tsavaris
Lisa Volpe
Katie Wagner
Colleen Walsh
Peter Walsh
Kathleen Waterman
Meredith Weill
Paul T. Weinstein
Robyn Weinstein
Samuel Weinstein
Jeffrey Weiskopf
Holly Weiss
Daniel Weitz
Sylvia Wertheimer
David White
Kathleen Whooley
Michael Wildes
Steven Yadegari
David Zimmerman
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Chairs Emeriti
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A HISTORICAL SKETCH  
BY THE LATE PROFESSOR  
MORRIS SILVERMAN,  
UNIVERSITY REGISTRAR

Since colonial times, American  
colleges and universities have held
annual graduation ceremonies 
known as commencement 
exercises. While their nature has 
changed a great deal over the past 
three centuries, they have always 
featured the academic procession, 
in which the graduates, faculty,  
and administration march to the 
scene of the exercise.

Traditionally, graduates receiving 
the lowest degrees march first  
(after the marshal), followed by 
those receiving higher degrees in 
the order of importance of the 
degree; then come the faculty, and 
here, too, those of highest rank 
march last; last come the 
administrative officers, board of 
trustees, and recipients of honorary 
degrees, the president, and 
chairman of the board at the end. 
Degrees are awarded in the order 
of the procession. At the reces-
sional closing of the exercises, 
participants withdraw in reverse 
order; the president marches first 
(after the marshal), and the 
recipients of the lowest degrees 
march last.

The persons in charge of cere- 
monies at the commencement 
exercises are called the marshals. 
As symbols of their authority, they 
carry batons, which are descen-
dants of the war clubs carried by 
the original marshals, who were 
military officials. At Yeshiva  
University, the Chief Marshal 
carries a silver mace, a gift to the 
University from the late Stanley E. 
Stern, its friend and supporter, and 
the other marshals carry silver 

batons or wear gold epaulets.

The most colorful feature of the 
procession is the academic attire 
worn by all participants. A direct 
survival from medieval days, the 
costume originated about the 12th 
century, when almost everyone 
wore long flowing robes with hoods 
even indoors, as protection against 
the cold. Persons of different social 
standing and occupation were  
distinguished by the shape and 
color of their robes and hoods; 
university students and graduates, 
therefore, also were awarded 
special attire.

In 1895, an intercollegiate 
commission established a uniform 
academic costume system for 
American colleges and universities. 
This code has been reviewed and 
amended periodically by the  
American Council on Education.

Principal features of the standard 
academic dress are the gown, the 
cap, and the hood. The gown is 
black for all degrees. Bachelor’s 
gowns have long pointed sleeves; 
Master’s have either long sleeves, 
square and closed at the bottom 
with slits near the elbows through 
which the arms are placed, or 
oblong sleeves, open at the wrist; 
and Doctor’s gowns have round 
open sleeves. For the Bachelor’s 
and Master’s degrees, the gown 
has no trimmings; for the Doctor’s 
degree, it is faced down the front 
with velvet and has three bars of 
velvet across the sleeves, either in 
black or the color of the hood’s 
border.

The square cap is known as a 
mortarboard and is black for all 
degrees. The tassel is gold for the 
Doctor’s degree and black for all 
others. At Yeshiva University  

commencements, the tassel is 
worn on the right side by candi-
dates for the Bachelor’s degree 
until the degree is conferred, when 
it is moved to the left. Those  
receiving higher degrees wear it at 
the left throughout the exercises, 
since they have already received  
a Bachelor’s degree.

The hood is also black, but its 
shape, trim, and lining vary to show 
the level of the degree, the subject 
of the degree, and the school 
conferring it. In medieval times 
hoods were worn over the head in 
bad weather, but they are now 
thrown over the shoulders. Those 
receiving Bachelor’s degrees wear 
no hoods; Master’s hoods are three 
and one-half feet long; and 
Doctor’s hoods are four feet, with 
added panels at the sides. (Those 
with Bachelor’s degrees who are 
not members  
of the graduating class may wear  
a hood three feet long.)

The trim or binding of the hood is 
velvet, and the higher the degree 
the wider the trimming. The color 
indicates the subject of the degree. 
Colors most frequently seen at 
Yeshiva University commencements 
are white, for arts, letters, and 
humanities (such as Master of 
Arts); yellow, for science (Bachelor 
of Science and Master of Science); 
citron, social work (Master of Social 
Work); dark blue, philosophy 
(Doctor of Philosophy); light blue, 
education (Doctor of Education); 
scarlet, theology (Doctor of 
Divinity); green, medicine (Doctor 
of Medicine); and purple, law (Juris 
Doctor). Many of these colors have 
symbolic meanings. For example, 
white stands for the purity of the 
liberal arts, yellow for the golden 
wealth that scientific research has 
brought to the world, scarlet for the 

burning zeal of the dedicated  
clergyman, and green for the  
medicinal herbs of the physician.

The lining of the hood shows the 
institution conferring the degree. If 
a school has two official colors, it 
may use one or divide them in a 
variety of ways. Yeshiva University’s 
colors are blue and white, and we 
use a solid, light blue hood lining. 
To distinguish them, the President 
and the Chief Marshal wear  
special robes.

Participants who are not in the 
graduating class—faculty, adminis-
tration, etc.—wear costumes 
indicating their alma maters and 
highest academic attainments. This 
diversity, blending with the more 
uniform appearance of the 
graduates, affords added beauty to 
the commencement scene.

The Academic Procession



THE BENJAMIN N. CARDOZO 
SCHOOL OF LAW AWARD FOR 
EXTRAORDINARY LEADERSHIP

In recognition of magnificent 
leadership and extraordinary 
dedication to the Benjamin N. 
Cardozo School of Law and for 
steadfast devotion to the pursuit of 
justice, which is central to its 
mission.

CARDOZO JUSTICE AWARD

For distinguished service in the 
pursuit of justice. Bestowed by the 
Cardozo faculty in recognition of 
significant and sustained work that 
has improved our system of justice 
and transformed lives.

DEAN’S AWARD FOR  
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

For outstanding service to the  
students of the Benjamin N.  
Cardozo School of Law.

FELIX FRANKFURTER AWARD

For outstanding academic  
achievement, maturity,  
responsibility, diligence, and  
judgment.

DR. SAMUEL BELKIN AWARD

For exceptional contributions to the 
growth and development of 
Cardozo School of Law.

LOUIS HENKIN AWARD

For demonstrating academic 
achievement and superior  
scholarship in the LL.M. program.

PROFESSOR JOHN APPEL 
AWARD

For exemplary service to the  
student body.

ANDREW S. ZUCKER AWARD

For academic excellence,  
commitment to the law school’s 
future success, and community 
activism and dedication to the legal 
profession. In memory of Andrew 
Steven Zucker, Class of 1999, a 
victim of the September 11th World 
Trade Center terrorist attacks.

E. NATHANIEL GATES AWARD

For outstanding academic work or 
public advocacy that contributes to 
the achievement of equal justice 
under law.

TELFORD TAYLOR AWARD

For outstanding achievement in the 
fields of constitutional law and 
international human rights.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
WOMEN LAWYERS AWARD FOR 
OUTSTANDING GRADUATE

For academic achievement,  
motivation, tenacity, and drive,  
and showing promise to contribute 
to the advancement of women in 
society.

JAMES LEWIS AWARD

For outstanding achievement,  
academic or clinical, in the field  
of taxation.

STANLEY H. BECKERMAN PUBLIC 
INTEREST AWARD

For outstanding commitment to 
assisting less fortunate persons in 
need of legal assistance by virtue 
of excellent performance in a clinic, 
exceptional personal qualities, and 
career choice.

JONATHAN A. WEISS AWARD 
FOR PUBLIC INTEREST LAW

For commitment to public interest 
law during the student’s law school 
career.

ARCHIE A. GORFINKEL AWARD

For the most promising and  
accomplished graduate entering 
the field of criminal law.

JACOB BURNS ETHICS  
CENTER IN THE PRACTICE OF 
LAW AWARD

For the demonstrated commitment 
through scholarship, activity, and 
interest in advancing professional-
ism and access to justice.

STEVEN ERIC TANENBAUM  
LEADERSHIP AWARD

For exemplary service to the  
Cardozo community.

ALI-ABA SCHOLARSHIP AND 
LEADERSHIP AWARD

Awarded to the graduate who  
best represents a combination  
of scholarship and leadership, 
qualities embodied by the  
sponsoring organizations—the 
American Law Institute and  
American Bar Association. 

BENJAMIN N. CARDOZO WRITING 
AWARDS

Awards recognizing the best  
written work for publication, in  
civil advocacy, in criminal law, and 
the best course/independent 
research paper.

CHARLES BALLON WRITING 
AWARD

For the best written work published 
outside of the Cardozo community.

DISTINGUISHED PERFORMANCE 
IN THE LLM PROGRAM

For overall contribution to the  
academic life and extracurricular 
activities of the law school  
community.

CARDOZO SERVICE AND 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

For achievement and outstanding 
service to the law school.

FEDERAL BAR COUNCIL 
CORNELIUS W. WICKERSHAM 
AWARD

For the highest ranking student in 
the field of constitutional law..

BEATRICE COHEN AWARD

For achievement in Jewish Studies.

JACOB BURNS MEDALS

For special and significant  
achievements and contributions  
in a variety of law school academic 
or professional activities.

MIKE DOWNING MEMORIAL 
COACHING AWARD

Awarded to a Moot Court Honor 
Society Head Coach with sincere 
passion for and commitment to 
their MCHS team. In memory  
of the great head coach, Michael 
Downing, Class of 2013.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
AWARD

For outstanding performance in the 
field of Intellectual Property.

WESTIN SCHOLAR AWARD

Award for a student identified as  
a future leader in the field of  
privacy or data protection.

RICHARD WEISBERG AWARD 

For the graduating student who has 
written the best paper in one of 
three topics: Law & Literature, First 
Amendment Law, or Holocaust or 
Atrocity Prevention Studies.

Description of Awards



EVENT PHOTO DISCLAIMER

Those present at this event are subject to having their images and/or likenesses captured by still photography, videography or other photographic or electronic means. In 
addition to use for security purposes, the University reserves the right to use any such images, photographs, videos and the like for any University related purpose, 
including but not limited to promoting, publicizing and/or advertising on behalf of the University. Such images, photographs, videos and the like may be used in print 
publications, on the Internet or in other forms of media such as signage and/or presentations. Accordingly, by your presence at this event, you consent to capture and/or 
use of your image by the University and expressly and impliedly waive any claims or rights, whether in law or equity, related thereto.

HATIKVAH

THE HOPE—THE NATIONAL ANTHEM OF ISRAEL

(TRANSLITERATION)

Kol od baleyvav penimah

Nefesh Yehudi homiyah,

Ulfa’asey mizrach kadimah

Ayin leTziyon tzofiyah.

REFRAIN

Od lo avdah tikvateynu,

Hatikvah shenot alpayim,

Lihyot am chofshi be’artzeynu

B’Eretz Tziyon V’Yerushalayim.

(repeat last two lines)

(ENGLISH TRANSLATION)

So long as still within our breasts

The Jewish heart beats true,

So long as still towards the East

To Zion, looks the Jew.

REFRAIN

So long as our hopes are not yet lost—

Two thousand years we cherished them—

To live in freedom in the Land

Of Zion and Jerusalem.

National Anthem of Israel


	2023 Commencement Exercises
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1686329502.pdf.KdcjF

