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Order of Exercises

WELCOME REMARKS

Christopher Buccafusco
Professor of Law
Associate Dean for Faculty  
Development
Director, Intellectual Property  
& Information Law
HERALD

NATIONAL ANTHEM

Cantor Ira W. Heller, JD
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

Class of 2008

WELCOME REMARKS

Melanie Leslie, JD
Dean
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law 
Class of 1991

VIDEO MESSAGES  
FROM THE FACULTY

REMARKS

Dean Melanie Leslie

REMARKS

Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman
President
Yeshiva University

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

Justice Rosalie Silberman Abella
Supreme Court of Canada

STUDENT REMARKS

Enkeleda Smakaj

LL.M. Class Speaker 
Class of 2021

Taylor Dumpson

J.D. Class Speaker 
Class of 2021

STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION 
AWARDS

Andrew J. Windsor
SBA President 
Class of 2021

AWARDS AND HONORS

Dean Melanie Leslie

CONFERRING OF MASTER OF 
LAWS (LL.M.) DEGREES

Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman

Dean Melanie Leslie

CONFERRING OF JURIS DOCTOR 
(J.D.) DEGREES

Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman

Dean Melanie Leslie

ALUMNI REMARKS

Ira S. Dizengoff
Chair, Cardozo Board of Overseers 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law 
Class of 1992

HATIKVAH

Cantor Heller

RECESSIONAL

Please remain seated until the 
recessional is completed.

This program lists candidates for degrees and honors and is not an official roster of graduates.



BENJAMIN N. CARDOZO  
SCHOOL OF LAW

Master of Laws
as of September 30, 2020

Marcela D. Valerio

Master of Laws
as of January 15, 2021

Rebecca Lea Batterman
Marleny Castano
Sadji Chaouche
Szu-Tung Chen
Vivianne Cunha Chermont
Troy Clifford Dargin
Ekaterina I. Foka
Erika Raphaelle Frycher
Daniel Eduardo Jimenez Sanchez
Minjung Jin
Mohammadreza Khodaverdian
Mikaela Laaksonen
Viacheslav Melnyk
Patricia A. Nelson
Luis F. Oviedo
Maryana Pavlyshyn
Juan J. Ruiz
Ghenadie Rusu
Adi Shalom
Rusudan Tchitashvili
Petroula Thomas
Vishit Varma
Jing Yu
Jiang Zhu
Maor Zidkiyahu

Master of Laws
as of May 28, 2021

Dehia Elisa Boudet
Hector Cornejo
Liliana Cornetta
Dhawal Himanshu Gandhi
Isabelle Jakoby
Minhee Jo
Sterling Robert Johnson
Jonida Kondakciu
Leila Lahmar
Elorida J. Lantigua Cuevas Silval
Madiha Madhioub
Shirin Maleki
Maryl M. McNally
Michal Mirski
Yu Mo
Komal Sweekrut Mokashi
Alexandru Potop
Oleksii Reznik
Camilla E. Rocha
Enkeleda Smakaj
Pooja Talukdar
Kristina Trachuk
Marie-Lea Tronc
Bardhok Vatgjoni
Amir Yartubashev
Jun Xuan
Karin Ya’acobi

Doctor of the Science  
of Law
as of September 30, 2020

Cecilia Lis Gebruers Hanya

Doctor of the Science  
of Law
as of May 28, 2021

Jaehee Shin

Juris Doctor
as of January 15, 2021

Karin M. Brian
Nazli Seray Kalfazade

Juris Doctor
as of May 28, 2021

Griffin J. Abbott
Faith W. Adongo
Amirali Agha-Khan
Katie Ann Albright
Rachel Cara Alpert
Lisa P. Angeles
Anna Antonova
Mitsuka T. Attys
Robert R. Ayers
Jenny Elizabeth Barajas
Andrea R. Barrientos
Max D. Bauer
Nicolette Belitsis
Daniel Louis Bellin
David Adam Belmont
Elijah Bender
Carly E. Bennett
Anne Margaret Bonazzi
Dustin E. Boone
Cynthia Lizette Botello
Spencer Jay Brachfeld
Anne Catherine Bredin
Tziona Josefa Breitbart
Kira Elizabeth Brekke
Jared Miles Brover
Zachary Sam Buda
Michael Spector Bunick
Joshua Adam Burton
Gabriel M. Cahn
Geena Marie Caporale
Taylor Alexis Carman
Sadie Marella Casamenti
Anthony John Ceccato
Jessica Chanchalashvili
Jason Charles
Daniel J. Chavez
Ho Cheung
Tiffany Sophia Cheung
Sonal S. Chhugani
Ross J. Childs
Cathie Cho
Anna Chuen
Sevil Noelle Clifford
Brianna Alexis Cloud
Julian Seth Cohen
Molly Rose Cohen
Steven A. Cohen
Tehila N. Colman

Degree Candidates



Degree Candidates

Samantha Mei Ping Conroy
Amanda Nicole Cooper
Jasmine Paige Cooper-Little
Margo Cruz
Rachel Rose Cuomo
Esther Cywiak
Bianca A. Davis
Samantha Denberg
Christopher Nicholas Di Luccio
Nicholas Harrington Diana
Claudia Lazara Diaz
Rachelle Dickman
Cheick Oumar Dicko
Tyler Charles Dixon
Alexandria C. Dolph
Andrea Wrisley Dorado
Ryan J. Dorsett
Samuel Jacob Driks
Miriam Drillman
Taylor Alexis Dumpson
Kyla Dinise Edge
Kyle Moore Egan Djurovic
Elliot Ehrlich
Jannah Beth Eichenbaum
Max Ryan Eichler
Adam Cory Eisenbud
Ari Eisenreich
Chi-Hsin Esther Engelhart
Matthew Jake Epstein
Menachem Mendel Epstein
Samuel Moses Falic
Emily Faro
Daniel Peter Farrell
Hilda Joanna Febus Marcano
Graham Leifer Fisher
Ciera M. Foreman
David T. Frankel
Nicole Wren Friedlander
Samuel W. Friedman
Rachel Frommer
Megan Sarah Furlong
Cassie Nicole Gallo
Guzel Ganieva
Evan D. Garfinkel
Caroline Elizabeth Garlick
Kaylan Furell Geiger
Francina Genao
Brian A. Gersh
Brendan A. Gilmartin
Christina Rachel Giordanella
Brittany Taylor Glatt

Evan Z. Goldberg
Meir Z. Goldberg
Alison Julie Goldman
Elizabeth Ann Gomez
David L. Gordon
Nelly Niloufar Gordpour
Maegan Colleen Gorman
Michael A. Gorodetsky
Kaitlyn Emily Greenberg
Rebecca Mara Grossberg
Amanda Marie Guzman
Byron K. Halford-Greely
Clare Marie Haugh
Bradley Haymes
Morgan Frances Helfman
Oren Heskia
Christopher Thomas Hilpert
Tyler M. Holmes
Jeffrey David Hong
Jung Ryun Jane Hong
Jennifer Nicole Hout
Jianyuan Hua
Jin Huang
Benjamin Clay Hughes
Alexander Laurence Hunter
Conor J. Hyatt
Angelica Hope Iacono-Henderson
Meghan Rose Iannarone
Jonathan B. Ibrahim
Omer Ijtemaye
Amanda Zane Inglesh
Kristen Elaine Jabara
Daniel Jager
Farhana Jamal
Gabriella S. Javaheri
Danielle Lauren Joel
Olivia S. Johnson
Shelby Marie Jones
Christopher Junior
David Adam Kahane
Rajan Kambo
Harold Kang
Vincent Robert Kappel
Karolina Katsnelson
Alexander B. Katz
Justin Tyler Kaufman
Abigail Kaye
Patrick D. Keogh
Andrew C. Kerester
Drew Lindal Kimmis
Jace A. King 

Samantha L. Kocharov
Menachem Mendel Konikov
Melissa Faye Koppel
Hinda Korenblit
Hunter Caroline Kravitz
Rebecca R. Kravitz
Zachary Charles Kriesberg
Joel S. Kushner
Caroline Kutschera
Isaac Landa
Jenna Marie Lazzaro
Grace Lee
Aude-Mazarine Lestienne
Colby Elizabeth Levin
Andrew S. Levitan
Justin R. Levy
Raymond Joseph Levy
Yifan Li
Emily Liddy
Benjamin Singer Litvin
Xinni Liu
Kharis Samara Carly Lund
Yevgenia Lyubomudrova
Mai Mao
Emily Marczak
Armando Marin
Tonisha D. Marin
Eric M. Markovits
Marisa Masters
Joshua Ezra Maze
Laura Catherine McCrary
Sean Lauron McLaughlin
Ayana Monique McPherson
Ryan Michael Meer
Shimon Meisels
Elizabeth A. Merritt
Sarah Messer McClellan
Kaela Elizabeth Meyer
Steven Milstein
Diana R. Mitchell
Kyle Donald Mitchell
Stephanie Nicole Morales
Stefanos Moutafidis
Leah Simone Murphy
Samuel Arthur Muslin
Iman Nagra
Jacob Naoulou
Adrienne Liebenberg Nel
Johnny Hieu Nguyen
Anastasia Marie Noll
Amirali Oloomiyazdi

David Ornstein
Ty Jonathan Owen
Benjamin G. Ozeri
Justin D. Parnes
Parmenion Patias
Madeline Elizabeth Perez
Zachary Adam Perlitsh
Menachem Mendal Polishuk
Jairus Aushawn-Lee Pollard
Isabella Mancini Pori
Brendan William Potocki
Amanda Grace Povman
Morgan Alysse Prince
Edward Wolfe Pruette
Jennifer Nicole Prushan
Danielle Jana Rabinowitz
Zareef F. Raihan
Nathaly Ramirez
James A. Rand
Dylan B. Reich
Meghan Grace Reilly
Natalia Margarita Remis
Kelsey R. Repka
Daniel A. Rich
Katherine M. Riley
Trena M. Riley
Stephanie Rimberg
Elizabeth Van Zandt Rogers
Jocabed Rosario
Ariel Fay Rosen
Daniel J. Rosenn
Hannah B. Rosenson
Zachary Max Ross
Avrohom Rosskamm
JoHanna L. Rothseid
Alissa Hanna Rowens
Pearl Rebecca Rubin
Sasha Nicole Rubman
Ethan Ruby
Jennifer Mae Russnow
Charles Hanson Sachs
Carlos H. Salguero
Regan Erica Samson
Sabeen S. Sarwar
Elena Scemama
Jacqueline Elizabeth Scher
Ariel Esther Schnitzer
Adam Jake Schoenhaut
Ryan M. Sedlak
Jessie Mitsuko Shaw
Habeeb Imran Sheikh



Amanda Lu Shi
Nicholas Rowan Sidman
Ethan F. Siegel
Michael Edwin Silbert
Marie Louise Simpson
Dionissia Diana Siozios
Roberto Leo Nillo Sistoso
Monica Siwiec
Haley Elizabeth Snyder
Hankyul Song
Lion H. Song
David Brennan Spotts
Max Harvey Steinberg
Daniella Eliza Steinreich
Bryan Lee Stephan
Elan Stiberman
Victoria Stierli de Abreu
Bennett Susman
Alexa Leigh Sussmane
Jennifer M. Swift
Spencer Jacob Taffet
Mariel Rose Talmage
Nicholas Zoltan Taltos
Elizabeth Rose Tannen
Emily Rachel Tannenbaum
Max Tawil
Taylor Nicole Tesher
Victoria Marie Tesone
Lloyd Irving Ting
Edwin C. Torres
Amanda J. Trakhtenberg
Aleksandr Tsatskin
Domenique Tufariello
Joanna Elyse Tulman
Michelle Ann Varkey
Raquel Naomi Vasinkevich
Samuel Belkin Wagner
David S. Waldman
Bradley Keith Waldstreicher
Yifan Wang
Amanda Korinne Washabaugh
Jessica Baus Watson
Lindsay Blair Weinstein
Joshua George Weisenfeld
Eli Jonah Well
Alexander Harrison Wells
Carly Ellis Wheaton
Elyse Lynn Finkel Wien
Daniel Wilf

Andrew J. Windsor
Clorissa Vivian Winters
Aryeh L. Wolosow
Courtney C. Woodards
Yihua Xia
Eliyahu S. Yampel
Jack Yeh
Xiaowei Yi
Elizabeth W. Zaccherio
Or Zade
Annie Lauren Zagha
Eliyahu Zaghi
Parris J. Zakarin
Nazish Zara
Elan A. Zebaida
Mona Khaled Zeitoun
Jingying Zhai
Grace Z. Zhou

Degree Candidates



FACULTY AWARDS*

Monrad Paulsen Award

Richard Weisberg

Felix Frankfurter Award

Ciera M. Foreman

Dr. Samuel Belkin Award

Carlos H. Salguero

Louis Henkin Award

Leila Lahmar 

Professor John Appel Award

Lisa P. Angeles 

Andrew S. Zucker Award

Gabriel M. Cahn

E. Nathaniel Gates Award

Taylor Alexis Dumpson

Telford Taylor Award

Kira Elizabeth Brekke

National Association of Women 
Lawyers Award

Isabella Mancini Pori

James Lewis Award

Miriam Drillman
Eliyahu Zaghi

Stanley H. Beckerman Public  
Interest Award

Jenna Marie Lazzaro

Jonathan A. Weiss Award for  
Public Interest Law

Jenny Elizabeth Barajas
Ariel Fay Rosen

Archie A. Gorfinkel Award

Gabriella S. Javaheri
Drew Lindal Kimmis

Jacob Burns Ethics Center in the 
Practice of Law Award

Monica Siwiec

Steven Eric Tanenbaum  
Leadership Award

Vincent Robert Kappel 

ALI-ABA Scholarship and  
Leadership Award

Clare Marie Haugh

Benjamin N. Cardozo Writing 
Award–Best Written Work for 
Publication 

Jessie Mitsuko Shaw

Benjamin N. Cardozo Writing 
Award–Best Written Work for  
Civil Advocacy 

Jessica Baus Watson 

Benjamin N. Cardozo Writing 
Award–Best Written Work for  
Criminal Justice 

Emily Faro

Benjamin N. Cardozo Writing 
Award–Best Written Work  
Not for Publication in a Journal

Adam Cory Eisenbud

Charles Ballon Writing Award

Kharis Samara Carly Lund

Richard H. Weisberg Writing Award

Avrohom Rosskamm

Distinguished Performance in  
the LLM Program

Mikaela Laaksonen 
Maryl M. McNally
Madiha Madhioub

Cardozo Service and  
Achievement Awards

Anna Antonova
Andrea R. Barrientos
Geena Marie Caporale
Sadie Marella Casamenti
Jasmine Paige Cooper-Little
Margo Cruz
Caroline Elizabeth Garlick
Zachary Charles Kriesberg
Adrienne Liebenberg Nel
Sean Lauron McLaughlin
Ayana Monique McPherson
Stephanie Nicole Morales
Jennifer Nicole Prushan
Trena M. Riley
Sasha Nicole Rubman

Federal Bar Council  
Cornelius W. Wickersham Award

Max Tawil 

Beatrice Cohen Award

Rachel Frommer

Mike Downing Memorial  
Coaching Award

Taylor Alexis Carman

Award for Excellence in  
Intellectual Property

Anna Antonova
Juan J. Ruiz

Westin Scholar Award

Menachem Mendel Epstein

JACOB BURNS MEDALS

Griffin J. Abbott
Lisa P. Angeles
Andrea R. Barrientos
Jared Miles Brover
Sevil Noelle Clifford
Ciera M. Foreman
Vincent Robert Kappel
Rebecca R. Kravitz
Andrew S. Levitan
Benjamin Singer Litvin
Sean Lauron McLaughlin
Leah Simone Murphy
Regan Erica Samson
Bryan Lee Stephan
Mariel Rose Talmage
Elizabeth Rose Tannen
Carly Ellis Wheaton
Eliyahu S. Yampel

CERTIFICATES IN DISPUTE  
RESOLUTION

Anna Cheun
Sean McLaughlin
Nicholas Taltos
Joanna Tulman
Elan Stiberman

CLERKSHIPS

Gabriel Cahn
US District Court,  
Eastern District of New York

Kaitlyn Greenberg
Somerset/Hunterdon/Warren  
Superior Court,  
Assignment Division

Rajan Kambo
Gloucester/Cumberland/Salem 
County Superior Court,  
Assignment Division

Harold Kang
Passaic County Superior Court, 
Family Division

Melissa Koppel
Union County Superior Court,  
Family Division

Caroline Kutschera
US Bankruptcy Court,  
Eastern District of New York

Benjamin Litvin
US District Court,  
Northern District of Alabama

Joshua Maze
Monmouth County Superior Court, 
Criminal Division

Trena Riley
Supreme Court of New Jersey

Ariel Schnitzer
Essex County Superior Court,  
Family Division  

Habeeb Sheikh
Union County Superior Court,  
Criminal Division

Lion Song
Middlesex County Superior Court, 
Family Division

Mariel Talmage
US District Court,  
Southern District of New York

Annie Zagha
Middlesex County Superior Court, 
Family Division

Eliyahu Zaghi
Tax Court of New Jersey

Awards and Honors



CARDOZO LAW REVIEW

Ciera Foreman
Editor-in-Chief

Jenny Lyubomudrova
Executive Editor

Lisa P. Angeles
Managing Editor

Graham L. Fisher
Armando Marin III
Senior Articles Editors

Leah S. Murphy
Head de•novo Editor

Kharis Lund
Senior Notes Editor

Eli Yampel
Symposia Editor

Avi Rosskamm
de•novo Editor

Gabe Cahn
Carlos Salguero
Submissions Editors

Jennifer Prushan
Business Manager

Danielle Rabinowitz
Communications Chair

Julia Cohen
Tyler Dixon III
Samuel Driks
Rachel Frommer
Eric Markovits
Elizabeth Rogers
Sabeen Sarwar
Jessie Shaw
Articles Editors

Alison Trena Riley
Mariel Talmage
Notes Editors

Griffin Abbott
Amirali Agha-Khan
Rachel Albert
Carly Bennett
Zachary Buda
Jason Charles
Ross Childs
Sevil Clifford
Steven Cohen
Rachel Cuomo
Samantha Denberg
Matthew Epstein
David T. Frankel
Cassie Gallo
Alison Goldman
Mariel Hathaway
Justin Kaufman
Hinda Korenblit
Joel Kushner
Benjamin Litvin
Xinni Liu
Sarah McClellan
Laura Catherine McCrary
Jacob Naoulou
Ty Owen
Menachem Polishnuk
Bella Mancini Pori
Morgan Prince
Zareef Raihan
Natalia Remis
Kelsey Repka
Alissa Rowens
Jacqueline Scher
Max Tawil
David Waldman
Bradley Waldstreicher
Amanda Washabaugh
Lindsey Weinstein
Elan Zebaida
Associate Editors

Alison Goldman
Mariel Hathaway
Staff Editors

CARDOZO ARTS AND  
ENTERTAINMENT LAW  
JOURNAL

Anna Antonova
Editor-in-Chief

Samuel Friedman
Executive Editor

Alexander B. Katz
Managing Editor

Stephanie Rimberg
Amanda Shi
Senior Articles Editors

Tehila Cohen
Senior Notes Editor

Libby Merritt
Anastasia Noll
Acquisitions Editors

Caroline Garlick
Symposium Editor

Robert N. Sistoso
Online Editor

Anne Bredin
Stefanos Moutafidis
Katie Riley
Emily R. Tannenbaum
Articles Editors

Daniel Farrell
Amanda Guzman
Notes Editors

Nicolette Belitisis
Spencer Brachfeld
Andrea W. Dorado
Kaylan Geiger
Ethan Ruby
Hebeeb Sheikh
Amanda Trakhtenberg
Associate Editors

Joshua Burton
Miri Drillman
Emily Faro
Evan Goldberg
Byron Halford-Greely
Amanda Inglesh
Sam Kocharov
Justin R. Levy
Steven Milstein
Johnny H.N. Nguyen
Zachary Perlitsh
Dylan B. Reich
Hannah Rosenson
Alex Tsatskin
Ivan Wang
Staff Editors

INTERNATIONAL &  
COMPARATIVE LAW REVIEW 

Adrienne Liebenberg Nel
Editor-in-Chief

Monica Siwiec
Executive Editor

Nicole Wren Friedlander
Managing Editor

Victoria Tesone
Senior Articles Editor

Christopher DiLuccio
Mara Furlong
Conor J. Hyatt
Articles Editors

Sonal Chhungani
Benjamin Clay Hughes
Ethan Siegel
Notes Editors

Victoria Stierli De Abreu
Symposia Editor

Daniel Rich
Business Editor

Drew Kimmis
Submissions Editor

Hunter Kravitz
Online Editor

Anne Bonazzi
Morgan Helfman
Abigail Kaye
Ginny Kozemczak
Justin Parnes
Xiaowei Yi
Staff Editors

Awards and Honors



CARDOZO JOURNAL OF  
CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

Zachary Kriesberg
Editor-in-Chief

Annie Zagha
Managing Editor

Harold Kang
Executive Editor

Adam Eisenbud
Aude-Mazarine Lestienne
Senior Articles Editors

Max Steinberg
Senior Notes Editor

Margo Cruz
Symposium Editor

Jonathan Ibrahim
Business Editor

Cynthia Botello
Brittany Glatt
Ariel Schnitzer
Articles Editors

Faith Adongo
Elizabeth Gomez
Michelle Varkey
Notes Editors

Jared Brover
Samantha Mei Ping Conroy
Amanda Cooper
Ari Eisenreich
Joanne Febus
Nelly Gordpour
Clare Haugh
Tyler Homes
Daniel Jager
Colby Levin
Kyle Mitchell
Parmenion Patias
Brendan Potocki
Daniel Rosenn
Aryeh Wolosow
Eliyahu Zaghi
Staff Editors

CARDOZO JOURNAL OF EQUAL 
RIGHTS & SOCIAL JUSTICE

Andrea R. Barrientos
Editor-in-Chief

Melissa Koppel
Lion Song
Managing Editors

Christina Giordanella
Senior Articles Editor

Jennifer Russnow
Senior Notes Editor

Patrick Keogh
Articles Editor

Amanda Povman
Annotations Editor

Tziona Breitbart
Symposium Editor

Yifan Li
Submissions & Online Editor

David Belmont
Chi-Hsin Esther Engelhart
Evan Garfinkel
Valeriia Golubchik
Maegan Gorman
Jianyuan Hua
Gabriella Javaheri
Rajan Kambo
Caroline Kutschera
Marie Simpson
Laura Song
Taylor Tesher
Joshua Weisenfeld
Eli Well
Jack Yeh
Staff Editors

CARDOZO MOOT COURT  
HONOR SOCIETY 

Vincent Kappel
Regan Samson
Editors-in-Chief

Tiffany Cheung
Managing Editor

Taylor Carman
Executive Teams Editor

Taylor Dumpson
Inclusion Committee Chair

Daniel Chavez
Ryan Dorsett
JoHanna Rothseid
Sasha Rubman
Senior Editors

Ayana McPherson
Nathaly Ramirez
Grace Zhou
Competition Editors

Kira Brekke
Communications Director 

Robert Ayers
Andrew Kerester
Edward Pruette
Problem Editors

Jenny Barajas
Menachem Epstein
Alexander Hunter
Isaac Landa
Stephanie Morales
Charles Sachs
Bryan Stephan
Staff Editors

ADR COMPETITION  
HONOR SOCIETY

Sean McLaughlin
Editor-in-Chief

Geena Caporale
Managing Editor

Christopher Junior
Nicholas Zoltan Taltos
Executive Editors

Jasmine Cooper-Little
Brendan Gilmartin
Problem Editors

Karolina Katsnelson
Marisa Masters
Madeline Perez
Jairus Pollard
Michael Silbert
Elan Stiberman
Joanna Tulman
Raquel Vasinkevich
Parris Zakarin
Senior Editors

Ho Cheung
Associate Editors

Brianna Cloud
Andrew Levitan
Staff Editors 

Awards and Honors



ADMINISTRATION

Melanie Leslie, JD
Dean 
Dr. Samuel Belkin Professor of Law

Michael J. Burstein, JD
Vice Dean 
Professor of Law

Christopher Buccafusco, MA, JD
Associate Dean for Faculty  
Development 
Director, Intellectual Property &  
Information Law 
Professor of Law

Matthew S. Levine, MBA
Senior Associate Dean for Finance 
and Administration

John DeNatale, BA
Associate Dean for Communications 
and Public Affairs

Carey Bertolet Grand, JD
Associate Dean for Career Services

Jennifer Kim, JD
Associate Dean for Student Services 
and Advising, Diversity & Inclusion

David G. Martinidez,* MA
Associate Dean for Admissions

Ingrid Mattson, MLIS, JD
Associate Dean for Library Services 
Professor of Legal Research 
Director of the Law Library 

Rachel McNassor, MEd
Associate Dean for Institutional 
Advancement 
Associate VP of Advancement, 
Yeshiva University

Valbona Myteberi, LLB, LLM
Associate Dean for Graduate and 
International Programs

R. Dyer Ridley, BA
Associate Dean for Institutional  
Advancement and Alumni Affairs

Jeanne Estilo Widerka, JD
Associate Dean for Admissions

Christine Arlene N. Arrozal, MA
Senior Director, Academic Affairs 

Jillian Gautier, JD
Executive Director, The Samuel  
and Ronnie Heyman Center  
on Corporate Governance, 
Adjunct Professor of Law

Sherry-Ann Gomez-Smith, JD
Senior Director, Career Services

Inez Lano, BA
Executive Director, Alumni Affairs  
and Alumni D&I Initiatives

Julia Pollan, MS
Executive Director, Advancement

Francesca Acocella, JD
Director, Student Life

David Adams, BA
Director, Programs and Data

Alissa Bernstein, JD
Director, Center for Public Service 
Law

Bobby Codjoe, JD
Director, Diversity & Inclusion 

Ziva Cohen, JD
Director, Admissions  
Communications 
Associate Director, Admissions

Jon D. Goldberg, MA
Director, Student Finance

Nancy Kominsky
Director, Stewardship and  
Foundation Relations

Tara Mani, LLB
Director, Employer Outreach

Rebecca Odinsky, BA
Director, Special Events

Rachel Peifer, MS
Director, Digital Communications

Erica C. Silbiger, MSEd
Director, Admissions and Enrollment 
Management for Graduate and  
International Studies

Roberta Smith, JD
Director, Externships

Josephine Tirado, BS
Director, Faculty Services

Jeannine Englert, BA
Registrar

* Deceased

FACULTY

Michelle Adams
Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Floersheimer Center  
for Constitutional Democracy

BA, 1985, Brown University 
JD, 1989, City University of New York 
LLM, 1994, Harvard University

Jonathan Ashtor
Professor of Practice

BASc, 2005, University of Toronto 
JD, 2009, Northwestern University

Paris R. Baldacci (z”l)
Clinical Professor Emeritus of Law

BA, 1965, University of Scranton 
PhD, 1974, Marquette University 
JD, 1987, City University of New York

J. David Bleich
Herbert and Florence Tenzer  
Professor of Jewish Law and Ethics

BA, 1960, Brooklyn College 
MA, 1968, Columbia University 
PhD, 1974, New York University

Lester Brickman
Professor Emeritus of Law

BS, 1961, Carnegie Mellon University 
JD, 1964, University of Florida 
LLM, 1965, Yale University

Christopher Buccafusco
Professor of Law  
Associate Dean for Faculty  
Development 
Director, Intellectual Property &  
Information Law

BS, 2001, Georgia Tech 
JD, 2004, University of Georgia 
MA, 2015, University of Chicago

Michael J. Burstein
Vice Dean 
Professor of Law

BA, 1999, Yale University 
JD, 2004, New York University

David Gray Carlson
Professor of Law

BA, 1974, University of California, 
Santa Barbara 
JD, 1977, University of California, 
Hastings

Robert Collins
Professor of Practice 
Director, Divorce Mediation Clinic

BA, 1972, Yale College 
JD, 1975, University of Pennsylvania

Laura E. Cunningham
Professor of Law

BS, 1977, University of California, Davis 
JD, 1980, University of California, 
Hastings 
LLM, 1988, New York University

Rebekah Diller
Clinical Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Bet Tzedek Legal  
Services Clinic

BA, 1991, Rutgers University 
JD, 1997, New York University

Mitchell L. Engler
Professor of Law

BA, 1987; JD, 1990; LLM, 1991,  
New York University

Jocelyn Getgen-Kestenbaum
Clinical Associate Professor of Law 
Director, Benjamin B. Ferencz Human 
Rights and Atrocity Prevention Clinic 
Director, Cardozo Law Institute in 
Holocaust and Human Rights

BA, 2000, Cornell University 
MPH, 2007, Johns Hopkins University 
JD, 2008, Cornell University 

Myriam Gilles
Paul R. Verkuil Research Chair  
in Public Law 
Professor of Law

AB, 1993, Harvard University 
JD, 1996, Yale University

Betsy Ginsberg
Clinical Professor of Law 
Director, Clinical Legal Education 
Director, Civil Rights Clinic

BA, 1994, Wesleyan University 
JD, 1999, New York University

Elizabeth Goldman
Clinical Professor of Law 
Director, Securities Arbitration Clinic

BA, 1987, State University of New York, 
Albany 
JD, 1990, Benjamin N. Cardozo  
School of Law, Yeshiva University

Toby Golick
Clinical Professor Emerita of Law

BA, 1966, Barnard College 
JD, 1969, Columbia University

Peter Goodrich
Professor of Law 
Director, Program in Law and  
Humanities

LLB, 1975, University of Sheffield 
PhD, 1984, University of Edinburgh

Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law



Michelle Greenberg-Kobrin
Clinical Associate Professor of Law 
Director, Filmmakers Legal Clinic 
Director, Leadership Program at 
the Heyman Center on Corporate 
Governance

BA, 1996; JD, 1999, Columbia  
University

Minasse Haile
Professor Emeritus of Law

BA, 1950, University of Wisconsin, 
Madison 
LLB, 1954; MA, 1957; PhD 1961, 
Columbia University

Malvina Halberstam
Professor Emerita of Law

BA, 1957, Brooklyn College 
JD, 1961; MIA, 1964, Columbia 
University

Eva H. Hanks
Professor Emerita of Law

Referendar, 1951, Freie Universitaät, 
Berlin 
LLB, 1960, University of California, 
Los Angeles 
LLM, 1962; JSD, 1969, Columbia 
University

Michael Eric Herz
Arthur Kaplan Professor of Law

BA, 1979, Swarthmore College 
JD, 1982, University of Chicago

Kyron James Huigens
Professor of Law

AB, 1981, Washington University 
JD, 1984, Cornell University

Rebecca Ingber
Professor of Law

BA, 2000, Yale University 
JD, 2005, Harvard University

Arthur J. Jacobson
Professor Emeritus of Law

AB, 1969; JD, 1974; PhD, 1978,  
Harvard University

Barbara Kolsun
Professor of Practice 
Director, Fashion, Arts, Media and  
Entertainment (FAME) Law Center

BA, 1971, Sarah Lawrence College 
JD, 1982, Benjamin N. Cardozo School 
of Law, Yeshiva University

Melanie Leslie
Dean 
Dr. Samuel Belkin Professor of Law

BA, 1983, University of Oregon 
JD, 1991, Benjamin N. Cardozo  
School of Law, Yeshiva University

Kate Levine
Associate Professor of Law

AB, 2002; JD, 2006, Harvard University

Burt Lipshie
Professor of Practice 
Managing Attorney, Strook & Strook 
& Lavan

BS, 1964; LLB, 1967, Columbia 
University 

Lela Porter Love
Professor of Law 
Director, Kukin Program for  
Conflict Resolution 
Co-Director, Cardozo Mediation 
Clinic 

AB, 1973, Harvard University 
MEd, 1975, Virginia Commonwealth 
University 
JD, 1979, Georgetown University

Peter L. Markowitz
Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Kathryn O. Greenberg  
Immigration Justice Clinic

BA, 1994, Wesleyan University 
JD, 2001, New York University

Ingrid Mattson
Professor of Legal Research 
Associate Dean for Library Services 
Director, Law Library

BA, 2001, University of Florida 
JD, 2005, Seattle University  
MLIS, 2012, University of Washington

Kathryn Miller
Clinical Assistant Professor of Law 
Assistant Director, Criminal Defense 
Clinic

BA, 2002, The College of William  
and Mary 
JD, 2007, University of California, 
Berkeley

Lindsay Nash
Clinical Assistant Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Kathryn O. Greenberg 
Immigration Justice Clinic

BA, 2004, American University 
JD, 2010, Yale University

Leslie S. Newman
Professor of Law 
Director, Lawyering and Legal  
Writing Center

AB, MA, 1975, Brown University 
JD, 1978, Boston University

Jonathan H. Oberman
Clinical Professor of Law 
Director, Criminal Defense Clinic

BA, 1974; MA, 1976; MPhil, 1979, 
Columbia University 
JD, 1982, Northeastern University

Ngozi Okidegbe
Assistant Professor of Law

BA, 2010, Concordia University 
BCL, LLB, 2015, McGill University 
LLM, 2019, Columbia University

Deborah N. Pearlstein
Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Floersheimer Center  
for Constitutional Democracy

AB, 1993, Cornell University 
JD, 1998, Harvard University

Michael Pollack
Associate Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Floersheimer Center  
for Constitutional Democracy

BA, 2008, Swarthmore College 
JD, 2011, New York University

Monroe E. Price
Professor Emeritus of Law

BA, 1960; LLB, 1964, Yale University

Alexander A. Reinert
Max Freund Professor of Litigation 
and Advocacy 
Director, Center for Rights and Justice

AB, 1994, Brown University 
JD, 1999, New York University

Gabor Rona
Professor of Practice

BA, 1973, Brandeis University 
JD, 1978, Vermont Law School 
LLM, 1997, Columbia University

Michel Rosenfeld
University Professor of Law and 
Comparative Democracy 
Justice Sydney L. Robins Professor of 
International Law and Human Rights 
Director, Program on Global and  
Comparative Constitutional Theory 
Co-Director, Versa: The Israel  
Supreme Court Project

BA, 1969; MA, 1971; MPhil, 1978; PhD, 
1991, Columbia University 
JD, 1974, Northwestern University

Jessica A. Roth
Professor of Law

AB, 1992; JD, 1997, Harvard University

David Rudenstine
Sheldon H. Solow Professor of Law

BA, 1963; MAT, 1965, Yale University 
JD, 1969, New York University

Leslie Salzman
Clinical Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Bet Tzedek Legal  
Services Clinic

BA, 1978, Tufts University 
JD, 1981, New York University

Barry C. Scheck
Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Innocence Project

BS, 1971, Yale University 
JD, MCP, 1974, University of California, 
Berkeley

Jeanne L. Schroeder
Professor of Law

AB, 1975, Williams College 
JD 1978, Stanford University

William Schwartz (z”l)
University Professor of Law

AA, 1952; JD, 1955; AM, 1960,  
Boston University 
LHD, 1966, Hebrew College 
LHD, 1998, Yeshiva University

Anthony Sebok
Professor of Law 
Director, Jacob Burns Ethics Center 
in the Practice of Law

AB, 1984, Cornell University 
MPhil, 1986, Oxford University 
JD, 1991, Yale University 
PhD, 1993, Princeton University

Kate Shaw
Professor of Law

BA, 2001, Brown University 
JD, 2006, Northwestern University

Paul M. Shupack
Professor Emeritus of Law

AB, 1961, Columbia University 
JD, 1970, University of Chicago

Edward Stein
Professor of Law 
Director, Gertrud Mainzer Program in 
Family Law, Policy and Bioethics 
Co-Director, Einstein-Cardozo  
Masters in Bioethics

BA, 1987, Williams College 
PhD, 1992, Massachusetts Institute  
of Technology 
JD, 2000, Yale University
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Stewart E. Sterk
H. Bert and Ruth Mack Professor  
of Real Estate Law 
Director, Center for Real Estate Law 
and Policy

AB, 1973; JD, 1976, Columbia  
University

Martin J. Stone
Professor of Law

BA, 1982, Brandeis University 
JD, 1985, Yale University 
BPhil, 1988, Oxford University 
PhD, 1996, Harvard University

Suzanne Last Stone
University Professor and Director, 
Center for Jewish Law and  
Contemporary Civilization 
Professor of Law 
Co-Director, Versa: The Israel  
Supreme Court Project

BA, 1974, Princeton University 
JD, 1978, Columbia University

Matthew Wansley
Assistant Professor of Law 
Co-Director, The Samuel and  
Ronnie Heyman Center on  
Corporate Governance

BA, 2007, Yale University 
JD, 2010, Harvard University

Samuel Weinstein
Associate Professor of Law 
Co-Director, The Samuel and  
Ronnie Heyman Center on  
Corporate Governance

BA, 1989, Haverford College 
PhD, 1996, University of California, 
Berkeley 
JD, 2002, University of California, 
Berkeley

Richard H. Weisberg
Walter Floersheimer Professor of 
Constitutional Law

BA, 1965, Brandeis University 
PhD, 1970, Cornell University 
JD, 1974, Columbia University

David Weisenfeld
Professor of Practice

BA, 1978, Trinity College 
JD, 1981, Harvard University

Lynn Wishart
Professor Emerita of Legal Research

AB, 1969, West Virginia University 
MLS, 1971, University of Michigan 
JD, 1977, Washington University in  
St. Louis

Aaron Wright
Clinical Associate Professor of Law 
Director, Tech Startup Clinic 
Director, Blockchain Project

BA, 2002, Tufts University 
JD, 2005, Benjamin N. Cardozo  
School of Law, Yeshiva University

Felix Wu
Professor of Law 
Director, Cardozo Data Law  
Initiative (CDLI) 
AB, 1996, Harvard University 
PhD, JD, 2005, University of California, 
Berkeley

Charles M. Yablon
Professor of Law 
Co-Director, The Samuel and  
Ronnie Heyman Center on  
Corporate Governance

AB, 1972, Columbia University 
JD, 1975, Yale University

Ekow N. Yankah
Professor of Law

BA, 1997, University of Michigan 
JD, 2000, Columbia University 
BCL, 2002, University of Oxford

Edward A. Zelinsky
Morris and Annie Trachman  
Professor of Law

AB, 1972; MA, JD, 1975; MPhil, 1978, 
Yale University

VISITING FACULTY

Donna Erez-Navot
Visiting Assistant Clinical Professor 
of Law 
Co-Director, Cardozo Mediation 
Clinic 
Assistant Director, Kukin Program for 
Conflict Resolution 
2018–2021

BA, 1998, Emory University 
BSW, 2000, Tel Aviv University 
JD, 2006, Benjamin N. Cardozo School 
of Law, Yeshiva University

Stanley Fish
Floersheimer Distinguished Visiting 
Professor of Law 
2013–2021

BA, 1959, University of Pennsylvania 
MA, 1960; PhD, 1962, Yale University

Pamela Foohey
Visiting Professor of Law 
Winter–Spring 2021

BS, 2004, New York University 
JD, 2008, Harvard University

Ramya Kudekallu
Telford Taylor Human Rights Fellow 
and Visiting Clinical Instructor of Law 
Benjamin B. Ferencz Human Rights 
and Atrocity Prevention Clinic 
2020–2021

LLB, 2012, Bishop Cotton Women’s 
Christian Law College 
LLM, 2018, Fordham University School 
of Law

Charles Moxley
ADR Practitioner in Residence 
2010–2021

BA, 1965; MA, 1966, Fordham  
University 
JD, 1969, Columbia University

Mauricio Norona
Visiting Clinical Instructor of Law 
Kathryn O. Greenberg Immigration 
Justice Clinic 
2019–2021

BBA, 2002, Baruch College,  
City University of New York 
JD, 2010, City University of New York

Mark Sidel
Visiting Professor of Law 
2020–2021

AB, 1979, Princeton University 
MA, 1982, Yale University 
JD, 1985, Columbia University

Haley Sylvester
Visiting Clinical Instructor of Law 
Filmmakers Legal Clinic 
2020–2021

BA, 2013, Vanderbilt University 
JD, 2016, Columbia Law School 
LLM, 2016, London School of  
Economics and Political Science

Victor Wang
Visiting Clinical Instructor of Law 
Director of the Cardozo–Google  
Patent Diversity Project 
Adjunct Faculty of Law 
2019–2021

BS, 2006, Columbia University 
JD, 2015, Benjamin N. Cardozo School 
of Law, Yeshiva University

Alisa Whitfield
Visiting Clinical Instructor of Law 
Kathryn O. Greenberg Immigration 
Justice Clinic 
2019–2021

BA, 2008, Stanford University 
JD, 2013, University of Michigan
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Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law

ADJUNCT FACULTY

Stephanie Abrutyn
Kerry Acocella
Mary Alestra
Derek Alexander
David Althoff
Charles Altman
Giyang An
Jose Arocho
Nicole Arrindell
Matthew Asbell
Paul Babchik
Helaine Balsam
Simeon Baum
Michael Belgrade
Marshall B. Bellovin
Adam Berner
Alissa Bernstein
Nicole Blumberg
Katharine Bodde
Emily Bradford
Justin Braun
Emil Buchman
Andrew Buzin
Amy Cassidy
Carolina Chavez
Honorable Margaret Clancy
Carolyn Coffey
Joel Cohen
Morris Cohen 
Adam Cohen 
Patricia Curran
Jessica Davidovitch
Dale Degenshein
Cynthia Devasia
Sarah Dranoff
Anthony Dreyer
Scott Dunn
Neal Eiseman
Arthur Eisenberg
Viviane Eisenberg
Bennett Ellenbogen
Selina Ellis
Richard Emery
Hon. Ralph Fabrizio
Brian Farkas
Serwat Farooq
Lauren Flicker
Pamela Foohey

Manfred Gabriel
Michael Gallagher
Gary Galperin
Jillian Gautier
Christine George
Michael Graif
Ashley Grant
Hon. Ethan Greenberg
Jacqueline Griffin
Peter Halprin
Phillip Hamilton
Douglas Hand
Barbara Hathaway
Jonathan Hendin
Gary Holtzer
Moshe Horn
Julie Interdonato
Arnold Jacobs
Claire James
Monika Jedrzejowska
Sherry Jetter
Tarnetta Jones
Jenn Kim
Barry Koch
Greg Krakower
Victoria Kummer
Joy Ladin
Rachel Landy
Meyer Last
Tracy Lawson
Maxwell Leighton
Adam Lelonek
Caroline Levy
Sonia Lin
Burton Lipshie
Frank London
Shannon Lucey
Bertrand Madsen
Randa Maher
Joshua Martinez
Vincent Martorana
Ingrid Mattson
Michael McCullough
Kathryn McRae
Joshua Mendelsohn
Ivan Mendez
Brooke Menschel
Amy Montoya
Carmen Morales
Emily Spencer Munson

Adam Namoury
Chavi Nana
Alexandria Nedd
Anders Nelson
Leslie Newman
Marc Ostrow
Romi Paek
Anupama Pal
Christian Palmieri
Michael Pantazakos
William (Glen) Parker
Cynthia Pittson
Anna Pohl
Vanessa Potkin
Jane Pucher
Lauren Rakower
Lauris Rall
Tom Randall
Peter Rienecker
Honorable Dineen Riviezzo
Maurice Robinson
Frederick Rohn
Michael Ross
Brandi Rubin
Linda Ryan
Justin Santagata
Jennifer Scarpati
Barry Scheck
Nick Schmitt
Bruce Schneider
Kathy Schulz
Christopher Serbagi
Joel Shafferman
Bob Shwartz
Ted Slevin
Erin Sloane
Olivia Smith
Robbi Smith
Richard Sobelsohn
Stephen Sonnenberg
Steven Sparling
Ted Stein
Brian Steinwascher
Bobbi Sternheim
Michael Stone
Joseph Stulberg
Catherine Suvari

Seth Taube
Debbie Todres
John Tsavaris
Michael Tsur
Julie Ulmet
Elizabeth Vasquez
Lisa Volpe
Katie Wagner
Colleen Walsh
Victor Wang
Lisa Washington
Deborah E. Wassel
Lauren Webb
Stephen Weiner
Paul T. Weinstein
Robyn Weinstein
Jeffrey Weiskopf
Steven Weiss
Daniel Weitz
Ronald Bruce Wells
Sylvia Wertheimer
Hunter Whaley
David White
Kathleen Whooley
Michael Wildes
Hope Winthrop
Steven Yadegari
David Zimmerman
Carrie Zoubul



OVERSEERS

Ira S. Dizengoff ’92
Chair

Shai Y. Waisman ’96
Vice Chair

Barry A. Shenkman
Secretary

Kathryn O. Greenberg ’82
Hon. Earle I. Mack
Chairs Emeriti

Overseers

Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman 
Shoshana T. Bookson ’82
Eric I. Cohen ’83
Jeffrey D. Goldfarb ’02
William M. Greenblatt ’82
Shimmie Horn ’96
Hon. Tanya R. Kennedy ’92 
Jonathan F. Lenzer ’04
Tricia R. Pantzer ‘98
Richard L. Perkal ’81
Hon. Dianne T. Renwick ’86
Jennifer Grubman Rothenberg ’99
Christopher A. Seeger ’90 
Stephen B. Siegel 
Moshael J. Straus
Zahava B. Straus ’80

Honorary Overseers

Joseph Appleman
Morris Goldfarb
Ronnie Heyman
Nathan Kacew ’98
Thomas H. Lee
Jeffrey H. Loria
Leslie E. Payson ’91
Stephen J. Schulte
Bonnie Steingart ’79
Rachel L. Warren ’92
Stephen A. Weiss ’90

COMMENCEMENT COMMITTEE 

Francesca Acocella
Christine Arrozal
Emma Corcoran
John DeNatale
Kevin Gschwend
Morgan Helfman
Isabelle Jakoby
Jennifer Kim
Matthew Levine
Rebecca Odinsky
Devon Wade
Andrew Windsor
Courtney Woodards

FACULTY MARSHALS

Christopher Buccafusco, JD
Head Marshal

Laura E. Cunningham, LLM
Jocelyn Getgen-Kestenbaum, JD
Peter Goodrich, LLB, PhD
Michael Herz, JD
Kyron James Huigens, JD
Burton N. Lipshie, LLB
Leslie S. Newman, JD
Jonathan H. Oberman, JD
Leslie Salzman, JD
Stewart E. Sterk, JD
David Weisenfeld, JD
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ADMINISTRATION

Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman
President

Julie Auster, JD
Chief Human Resources Officer

Selma Botman, PhD
Provost and Vice President for  
Academic Affairs

Rabbi Zevulun Charlop, MA
Dean Emeritus and Special  
Adviser on Yeshiva Affairs

Rabbi Herbert C. Dobrinsky, EdD
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Adam Gerdts, BA
Vice President for Institutional  
Advancement

Jacob Harman, CPA
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Andrew J. Lauer, Esq., JD, LLM
Vice President for Legal Affairs, 
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Julie Schreier, MBA
Chief of Staff
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ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP
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Albert Einstein College of Medicine

Cantor Eric S. Freeman, BA
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the Jewish Future

Paul Glassman, MArch, MS, MBA
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Cultural Resources

Leslie Halpern, PhD
Dean, Ferkauf Graduate School  
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Rabbi Yosef Kalinsky, PhD
Dean, Undergraduate Torah Studies
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Rona M. Novick, PhD
Dean, Azrieli Graduate School 
of Jewish Education and 
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Raine and Stanley Silverstein Chair  
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Rabbi Menachem Penner, BA
The Max and Marion Grill Dean, 
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Seminary

Paul Russo, PhD
Dean, Katz School of Science  
and Health 
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Daniel Rynhold, PhD
Dean, Bernard Revel Graduate School 
of Jewish Studies

Gordon F. Tomaselli, MD
The Marilyn and Stanley M. Katz Dean, 
Albert Einstein College 
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Executive Vice President and  
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Montefiore Medicine

Noam Wasserman, MBA, PhD
Dean, Sy Syms School  
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The Dorothy and David Schachne 
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Social Work
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A HISTORICAL SKETCH  
BY THE LATE PROFESSOR  
MORRIS SILVERMAN,  
UNIVERSITY REGISTRAR

Since colonial times, American  
colleges and universities have held
annual graduation ceremonies 
known as commencement 
exercises. While their nature has 
changed a great deal over the past 
three centuries, they have always 
featured the academic procession, 
in which the graduates, faculty,  
and administration march to the 
scene of the exercise.

Traditionally, graduates receiving 
the lowest degrees march first  
(after the marshal), followed by 
those receiving higher degrees in 
the order of importance of the 
degree; then come the faculty, and 
here, too, those of highest rank 
march last; last come the adminis-
trative officers, board of trustees, 
and recipients of honorary degrees, 
the president, and chairman of 
the board at the end. Degrees are 
awarded in the order of the proces-
sion. At the recessional closing of 
the exercises, participants withdraw 
in reverse order; the president 
marches first (after the marshal), 
and the recipients of the lowest 
degrees march last.

The persons in charge of cere- 
monies at the commencement 
exercises are called the marshals. 
As symbols of their authority, they 
carry batons, which are descen-
dants of the war clubs carried by 
the original marshals, who were 
military officials. At Yeshiva  
University, the Chief Marshal 
carries a silver mace, a gift to the 
University from the late Stanley E. 
Stern, its friend and supporter, and 
the other marshals carry silver 
batons or wear gold epaulets.

The most colorful feature of the 
procession is the academic attire 
worn by all participants. A direct 
survival from medieval days, the 
costume originated about the 12th 
century, when almost everyone 
wore long flowing robes with hoods 
even indoors, as protection against 
the cold. Persons of different social 
standing and occupation were  
distinguished by the shape and 
color of their robes and hoods; 
university students and graduates, 
therefore, also were awarded 
special attire.

In 1895, an intercollegiate com-
mission established a uniform 
academic costume system for 
American colleges and universities. 
This code has been reviewed and 
amended periodically by the  
American Council on Education.

Principal features of the standard 
academic dress are the gown, the 
cap, and the hood. The gown is 
black for all degrees. Bachelor’s 
gowns have long pointed sleeves; 
Master’s have either long sleeves, 
square and closed at the bottom 
with slits near the elbows through 
which the arms are placed, or ob-
long sleeves, open at the wrist; and 
Doctor’s gowns have round open 
sleeves. For the Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees, the gown has no 
trimmings; for the Doctor’s degree, 
it is faced down the front with 
velvet and has three bars of velvet 
across the sleeves, either in black 
or the color of the hood’s border.

The square cap is known as a 
mortarboard and is black for all 
degrees. The tassel is gold for the 
Doctor’s degree and black for all 
others. At Yeshiva University  
commencements, the tassel is 
worn on the right side by candi-
dates for the Bachelor’s degree 

until the degree is conferred, when 
it is moved to the left. Those  
receiving higher degrees wear it at 
the left throughout the exercises, 
since they have already received  
a Bachelor’s degree.

The hood is also black, but its 
shape, trim, and lining vary to show 
the level of the degree, the subject 
of the degree, and the school con-
ferring it. In medieval times hoods 
were worn over the head in bad 
weather, but they are now thrown 
over the shoulders. Those receiving 
Bachelor’s degrees wear no hoods; 
Master’s hoods are three and one-
half feet long; and Doctor’s hoods 
are four feet, with added panels at 
the sides. (Those with Bachelor’s 
degrees who are not members  
of the graduating class may wear  
a hood three feet long.)

The trim or binding of the hood is 
velvet, and the higher the degree 
the wider the trimming. The color 
indicates the subject of the degree. 
Colors most frequently seen at 
Yeshiva University commence-
ments are white, for arts, letters, 
and humanities (such as Master of 
Arts); yellow, for science (Bachelor 
of Science and Master of Science); 
citron, social work (Master of 
Social Work); dark blue, philosophy 
(Doctor of Philosophy); light blue, 
education (Doctor of Education); 
scarlet, theology (Doctor of Divin-
ity); green, medicine (Doctor of 
Medicine); and purple, law (Juris 
Doctor). Many of these colors have 
symbolic meanings. For example, 
white stands for the purity of the 
liberal arts, yellow for the golden 
wealth that scientific research has 
brought to the world, scarlet for the 
burning zeal of the dedicated  
clergyman, and green for the  
medicinal herbs of the physician.

The lining of the hood shows the 
institution conferring the degree. 
If a school has two official colors, 
it may use one or divide them in a 
variety of ways. Yeshiva University’s 
colors are blue and white, and we 
use a solid, light blue hood lining. 
To distinguish them, the President 
and the Chief Marshal wear  
special robes.

Participants who are not in the 
graduating class—faculty, admin-
istration, etc.—wear costumes 
indicating their alma maters and 
highest academic attainments. This 
diversity, blending with the more 
uniform appearance of the gradu-
ates, affords added beauty to the 
commencement scene.

The Academic Procession



THE BENJAMIN N. CARDOZO 
SCHOOL OF LAW AWARD FOR 
EXTRAORDINARY LEADERSHIP

In recognition of magnificent lead-
ership and extraordinary dedication 
to the Benjamin N. Cardozo School 
of Law and for steadfast devotion 
to the pursuit of justice, which is 
central to its mission.

CARDOZO JUSTICE AWARD

For distinguished service in the 
pursuit of justice. Bestowed by the 
Cardozo faculty in recognition of 
significant and sustained work that 
has improved our system of justice 
and transformed lives.

DEAN’S AWARD FOR  
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

For outstanding service to the  
students of the Benjamin N.  
Cardozo School of Law.

MONRAD PAULSEN AWARD

For a member of the faculty or  
administration or for an individual 
who has provided devoted service 
to the continued vitality of the 
ideals and purposes of legal 
education. In memory of Cardozo’s 
founding dean.

FELIX FRANKFURTER AWARD

For outstanding academic  
achievement, maturity,  
responsibility, diligence, and  
judgment.

DR. SAMUEL BELKIN AWARD

For exceptional contributions to 
the growth and development of 
Cardozo School of Law.

LOUIS HENKIN AWARD

For demonstrating academic 
achievement and superior  
scholarship in the LL.M. program.

PROFESSOR JOHN APPEL 
AWARD

For exemplary service to the  
student body.

ANDREW S. ZUCKER AWARD

For academic excellence,  
commitment to the law school’s 
future success, and community 
activism and dedication to the legal 
profession. In memory of Andrew 
Steven Zucker, Class of 1999, a 
victim of the September 11th World 
Trade Center terrorist attacks.

E. NATHANIEL GATES AWARD

For outstanding academic work or 
public advocacy that contributes to 
the achievement of equal justice 
under law.

TELFORD TAYLOR AWARD

For outstanding achievement in 
the fields of constitutional law and 
international human rights.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
WOMEN LAWYERS AWARD FOR 
OUTSTANDING GRADUATE

For academic achievement,  
motivation, tenacity, and drive,  
and showing promise to contribute 
to the advancement of women in 
society.

JAMES LEWIS AWARD

For outstanding achievement,  
academic or clinical, in the field  
of taxation.

STANLEY H. BECKERMAN PUBLIC 
INTEREST AWARD

For outstanding commitment to 
assisting less fortunate persons in 
need of legal assistance by virtue 
of excellent performance in a clinic, 
exceptional personal qualities, and 
career choice.

JONATHAN A. WEISS AWARD FOR 
PUBLIC INTEREST LAW

For commitment to public interest 
law during the student’s law school 
career.

ARCHIE A. GORFINKEL AWARD

For the most promising and  
accomplished graduate entering 
the field of criminal law.

JACOB BURNS ETHICS  
CENTER IN THE PRACTICE OF 
LAW AWARD

For the demonstrated commitment 
through scholarship, activity, and 
interest in advancing professional-
ism and access to justice.

STEVEN ERIC TANENBAUM  
LEADERSHIP AWARD

For exemplary service to the  
Cardozo community.

ALI-ABA SCHOLARSHIP AND 
LEADERSHIP AWARD

Awarded to the graduate who  
best represents a combination  
of scholarship and leadership, 
qualities embodied by the  
sponsoring organizations—the 
American Law Institute and  
American Bar Association. 

BENJAMIN N. CARDOZO WRITING 
AWARDS

Awards recognizing the best  
written work for publication, in civil 
advocacy, and the best course/
independent research paper.

CHARLES BALLON WRITING 
AWARD

For the best written work published 
outside of the Cardozo community.

DISTINGUISHED PERFORMANCE 
IN THE LLM PROGRAM

For overall contribution to the  
academic life and extracurricular 
activities of the law school  
community.

CARDOZO SERVICE AND 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

For achievement and outstanding 
service to the law school.

FEDERAL BAR COUNCIL AWARD

For achievement in Con-Law 
courses.

BEATRICE COHEN AWARD

For achievement in Jewish Studies.

JACOB BURNS MEDALS

For special and significant  
achievements and contributions  
in a variety of law school academic 
or professional activities.

MIKE DOWNING MEMORIAL 
COACHING AWARD

Awarded to a Moot Court Honor 
Society Head Coach with sincere 
passion for and commitment to 
their MCHS team. In memory  
of the great head coach, Michael 
Downing, Class of 2013.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
AWARD

For outstanding performance in the 
field of Intellectual Property.

WESTIN SCHOLAR AWARD

Award for a student identified as  
a future leader in the field of  
privacy or data protection.

Description of Awards



EVENT PHOTO DISCLAIMER

Those present at this event are subject to having their images and/or likenesses captured by still photography, videography or other photographic or electronic means. 
In addition to use for security purposes, the University reserves the right to use any such images, photographs, videos and the like for any University related purpose, 
including but not limited to promoting, publicizing and/or advertising on behalf of the University. Such images, photographs, videos and the like may be used in print 
publications, on the Internet or in other forms of media such as signage and/or presentations. Accordingly, by your presence at this event, you consent to capture and/or 
use of your image by the University and expressly and impliedly waive any claims or rights, whether in law or equity, related thereto.

HATIKVAH

THE HOPE—THE NATIONAL ANTHEM OF ISRAEL

(TRANSLITERATION)

Kol od baleyvav penimah

Nefesh Yehudi homiyah,

Ulfa’asey mizrach kadimah

Ayin leTziyon tzofiyah.

REFRAIN

Od lo avdah tikvateynu,

Hatikvah shenot alpayim,

Lihyot am chofshi be’artzeynu

B’Eretz Tziyon V’Yerushalayim.

(repeat last two lines)

(ENGLISH TRANSLATION)

So long as still within our breasts

The Jewish heart beats true,

So long as still towards the East

To Zion, looks the Jew.

REFRAIN

So long as our hopes are not yet lost—

Two thousand years we cherished them—

To live in freedom in the Land

Of Zion and Jerusalem.

National Anthem of Israel


	2021 Commencement Exercises
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1656272405.pdf.ZD7hI

